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Sars Notes on- 
= >Open letters 


Some Puzzling Passages 


An old subscriber and also club 
secretary, I come again to trouble 
you with some difficult questions. But 
first I want you to know how much 
I enjoy the Tuoves and your faithful- 
ness in standing on the Word of God. 
I have written you before about 
Scripture passages that gave me some 
trouble and your answers have been 
a great help to me. 

(1) I should like some help on 
John’s Gospel, 15th chapter, which 
deals with fruit-bearing, but verses 
2 and 6 seem difficult. Can you help 
me? 

(2) Would you say that the warn- 
ings and admonitions found in 1 Co- 
rinthians 10:1-11, also Hebrews 3: 
12-19, and Jude 1:5 are to be under- 
stood as meaning that a professing 
Christian is to check up on his walk 
or check on whether he is in the 
faith? 

(3) I would appreciate some light 
on John 20: 22. 

(4) Would you say that all who 
came out of Egypt with Moses were 
eternally lost, excepting Joshua and 
Caleb?—A Minnesota reader. 

We believe the best way to look at 
John 15:1-6 is that it deals with fruit- 
bearing and not with salvation. We 
hold’ in THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Trmes that 
when a person is once truly saved he is 
saved for eternity, and he cannot lose 
his salvation, and this is also the per- 
sonal opinion of many fine Bible stu- 
dents. We base this on such passages 
as John 10:28, 29 and 5:24. It is our 
opinion that in the early verses of John 
15 the Lord Jesus is speaking especially 
of fruit-bearing, and we are inclined 
to think that the taking away of the 
branch in verse 2 is analogous to the 
thought expressed by Paul in 1 Co- 
rinthians 9:27: “Lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I my- 
self should be a castaway.” Dr. Sco- 
field says that the Greek here means 
“disapproved”; and we believe most 
sound commentators agree that Paul 
was not speaking of the possibility of 
losing his salvation but rather of being 
“laid on the shelf,” like a useless pot- 
ter’s vessel, if he did not keep his body 
in subjection. Another possible inter- 
pretation of John 15:2 is that the 
branches that are taken away may re- 
fer to mere professors, those who had 
said, “Lord, Lord,” but who did not 
really belong to Him. In verse 6, when 
it speaks of branches that are gathered 
and put in the fire, Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull (a former Editor) believed 
that this referred to the actual illus- 
tration itself; for it is a fact that in a 
vineyard the dead branches that are 
pruned off are put into a fire and 
burned; but it need not apply to men. 

Most Bible commentators believe that 
1 Corinthians 10:1-11; Hebrews 3:12-19; 
and Jude 5 were given as warnings. 
For instance, one commentator has this 
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to say on 1 Corinthians 10: “In order to 
dissuade the Corinthians from commun- 
ion with idolaters, and security in any 
sinful course, he sets before them the 
example of the Jews. . . . The apostle, 
having recited their privileges, proceeds 
to an account of their sins and plagues, 
which are left upon record for an ex- 
ample to us, a warning against the like 
sins, if we would escape the like pun- 
ishments. Several of their sins are 
specified as cautions to us.” 


On Hebrews 3:12-19, we find this: “He 
cautions them against hardening their 
hearts. The hardening of our hearts is 
the spring of all our other sins. ... 
The sins of others . . . should be a warn- 
ing to us. Our fathers’ sins and pun- 
ishments should be remembered by us, 
to deter us from following their evil 
examples. An evil heart of unbelief 
is at the bottom of all our sinful de- 
partures from God.” 


Jude 5-7: “We have here a recital of 
the former judgments of God upon sin- 
ners, with design to awaken and ter- 
rify those to whom warning is given 
in this epistle. The fair warning which 
the apostle, in Christ’s name, gives to 
those who, having professed his holy 
religion, do afterwards desert and prove 
false.”"—Matthew Henry. 


Jude 5: “God’s punishments a warn- 
ing to sinners. The safeguard is this: 
to hold fast the faith once for all de- 
livered to them, and to remember the 
consequences of being unbelieving.”— 
Ellicott. 


“In John 20:22 the words of our Lord, 
‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost,’ undoubt- 
edly look forward to the day of Pente- 
cost. It does not say that they received 
the Holy Ghost at that particular time, 
but He said, ‘receive ye the Holy Ghost.’ 
Remember that in John 20 the Lord 
Jesus Christ gives the promise of the 
Holy Ghost. There is no record that 
the Holy Ghost was poured upon them 
at that particular time. He merely 
said, ‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost.’ This 
promise in John 20 was fulfilled in the 
second chapter of Acts in the outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit.” 

We believe you will get the answer 
to your question regarding those who 
came out of Egypt, and whether or not 
they were eternally lost, from Num- 
bers 14:18-23. We see that though the 
people had faith to sprinkle the blood 
of atonement and to come out of Egypt, 
they had not faith to enter their Canaan 
rest. Therefore, though redeemed, they 
were a forty years’ grief to Jehovah. 
God pardoned fheir unbelief and in- 
iquity, the prayer of Moses was heard 
and answered, and the people were not 
wholly exterminated. God punished 
their unbelief by not allowing them to 
go into the Promised Land, but He 
pardoned their iniquity. The persons 
to whom the penalty applied are spec- 
ified in verse 29. The principal ex- 
ceptions to the threat of exclusion from 
the Land of Promise are specified in 
verses 30 and 31, namely, Joshua and 
Caleb, and the generation that had not 
reached twenty years of age at the Ex- 
odus. 
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The Danger of False Profession 


In the earthly ministry of our Lord we read of those who 
are said in Scripture to have believed on Him, and quite 
obviously were not regenerate (John 2:23-25). There were 
those also who confessed Him as Messiah, followed Him 
eagerly and enthusiastically, but who, after such an open 
profession of Christ, turned away from Him (John 6). 
This is a shocking thing to those of us who are influenced by 
the current “easy believism.” What was wrong about the 
faith of those in Christ’s day who obviously had no spir- 
itual root in them in spite of their profession of faith in 
Him? 

If one considers the incidents referred to, two situations 
seem to stand out. The first is that those in John 2 believed 
on His name when they saw the miracles that He did. In 
other words, they were captivated by the spectacular, by the 
unusual—the dramatic situation, the amazing testimony, 
the thrill of the extraordinary. They were people who 
existed for excitement, big crowds, music, entertainment; 
they wanted to be where things were happening. Theirs 
was the circus mentality. What was the attitude of Christ? 
He “did not commit himself unto them.” 

The second incident has to do with the response of the 
crowd to being fed by the boy’s lunch of five barley loaves 
and two small fishes. Christ put his finger on their real 


attitude. In John 6:26, 27 He said in reality, You follow 
Me. You say you believe in Me, not because you really 
believe in Me, but because yesterday I filled your stomachs 
with bread and fish and you want another free meal. These 
were people who only wanted Christ for what He could 
mean to them in this life. They had no real understanding 
of eternity. Their only sense of need was of salvation as it 
relates to this life. They were the sort of people who want 
peace, joy, and satisfaction in this life. They want someone 
to help them to be successful, to provide for them mate- 
rially, to help them to live their life in the way they want 
to live it on earth. When they finally understood what it 
really meant to believe in Christ, they turned their backs 
upon Him. 

Do we not face a similar situation today? Our churches 
are crowded with all sorts of people who say they believe in 
Christ. Are they born again? Four times in John 6 Christ 
emphasized the fact that those who truly believe in Him are 
those that He will raise up in the last day, for the emphasis 
of Christ was not upon salvation in this life, but in eternity. 
In the midst of popular Christianity, successful mass evan- 
gelism, preoccupation with crowds, statistics, and the spec- 
tacular, let us remember .the lesson of the parable of the 
Sower and beware of false profession. 





Life’s Unrealized Aims 
By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 





The Lord said to David my father, 
Forasmuch as it was in thine heart to 
build an house for my name, thou didst 
well in that it was in thine heart: not- 
withstanding thou shalt not build the 
house (2 Chron. 6:8, 9). 


Christian life so mystifying as that 

of frustrated ambitions. Few there 
are of Christ’s disciples whose original 
Spiritual impulses have been allowed to 
come to full fruition. In no life does 
achievement keep pace with aspiration; 
and to many, indeed, disappointment 
Seems constantly to follow hard on the 
heels of desire. Most of us at some time 
or other, plan to build a temple. We 
have been called unto holiness, and in 
Tesponse we want our lives to become 
more constantly and obviously the tem- 
ples of God’s indwelling. We have been 
called into service, and we want to en- 
Gage in the sacred ministry of the Lord. 
But somehow our best plans miscarry 


Tennst is hardly a perplexity in the 
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and discouragement is prone to settle 
upon our hearts. For we are apt to for- 
get that all divinely inspired ideals re- 
quire eternity for their final expansion 
and real fulfillment. In this respect our 
very disappointments are stored with 
blessing and enlightment could we but 
interpret them aright. 

The story of David’s frustrated desire 
with regard to the building of God’s 
house is one of many Bible incidents 
that are written for our learning. For 
David is the forerunner of a long race 
of men who were disappointed in the 
realm of their secret spiritual purposes. 
The details of this story are familiar. 
David had been set upon the throne and 
there was born in his heart the desire to 
erect a temple for God’s earthly habi- 
tation in Israel. He made this purpose 
known to the prophet of God. In the 
night, however, God spoke to His serv- 
ant Nathan, and on ine next morning, 
with the humility of a true prophet, he 
returned to the king, and told him that 


God did not intend that he should build 
His house. The motive and purpose 
were accepted, but the actual service 
was prohibited. Along with the dis- 
couraging message, however, came the 
uplifting words: “Thou didst well in 
that it was in thine heart.” And that 
brought solace and encouragement to 
the man who had set his heart upon 
such a high task, and helped him to 
turn to the more commonplace duties of 
his office. 

Now the disappointment of such an 
experience often leads men to discard 
their ideals as being mistaken and 
impossible. All our disappointments, 
whether caused by personal failure or 
by divine frustration, should give us a 
fresh hold upon God, who has in a won- 
derful and mysterious way begun 
within us a work that He will not leave 
until He has perfected it in the day of 
Jesus Christ. If we can but see our un- 
realized aims in the transfiguring light 

(Continued on page 564) 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@ BELFAST.—Dr. Graham completed his Brit- 
ish crusade by preaching to some 50,000 persons 
here on the eve of his return to the U. S. Before 
coming to Belfast, he addressed an evangelistic 
rally in Glasgow’s 100,000-seat Ibrox Stadium. 
The evangelist stated that he would rest for at 
least a week upon returning to his home in Mon- 
treat, N. C., before beginning any more crusades. 
He is scheduled to hold a campaign at the Min- 
nesota State Fair Grounds in St. Paul, July 9-16. 


@ CANTERBURY.—Dr. Arthur Michael Ram- 
sey, former Archbishop of York, was enthroned 
here as the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Primate of the Church of England in a ceremony 
before 4,000 persons, including many represent- 
atives from churches in other lands and belong- 
ing to other communions. In his sermon, Dr. 
Ramsey said, “We are a Church reformed and 
scriptural—let there be no doubt about that.” 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Senate Subcom- 
mittee on Education has voted to approve a 
program of loans for private and _ parochial 
schools to help them construct classrooms. 
Earlier, the House Subcommittee on Education 
adopted a somewhat similar provision for loans 
to private schools. Neither committee has yet 
reported a final bill and both are continuing the 
process of drafting in closed-door executive 
sessions. 





@ Construction of two 100,000-watt trans- 
mitters with especially built antenna systems 
which will beam programs from Ethiopia to most 
of Africa, the Middle East, and Southern India 
began this month. The new radio station, to be 
known as Voice of the Gospel, is owned and 
operated by the Lutheran World Federation. 
Several American denominations, in co-operation 
with the Near East Christian Council, are par- 
ticipating in programming. 


@ Time magazine reports high Colombian 
government officials as welcoming President 
Kennedy’s Peace Corps publicly, but expressing 
private misgivings. Said one, “I! think that after 
your government gives the girls and boys an 
examination, we Colombians should give them 
another. The most important question for a 
Norteamericano going into the backlands is: 
‘Are you a Roman Catholic?’ In our rural soci- 
ety, the village priest commands both the body 
and soul of the peasants. I’m afraid for non- 
Catholics, however noble the U. S.’s purpose.” 
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® BANGKOK, THAILAND.—Children who had 
attended Christian schools in areas occupied by 
the Communist Pathet Lao forces in Laos have 
been taken to Hanoi, the capital city of North 
Vietnam, for political indoctrination, according 
to reports received here. Bright students are 
sent for more extensive training in Moscow, the 
reports said. 


@ Historian Arnold Toynbee, writing in The 
Islamic Review, considers Islam as the religion 
with “spiritual power to overcome the divisions 
between nations and races . . . Islam is going 
to increase and Christianity is going to decrease 
.. . he said. 


@ GREEN LAKE, WIS.—The Evangelical Free 
Church of America has transferred its entire mis- 
sion operation in the Congo to Congolese hands, 
the denomination’s 77th annual conference was 
told here. The transition was planned before 
the Congo received its independence, said the 
Rev. Lester Westlund, secretary of foreign mis- 
sions for the denomination. He said that the 
church will continue its missionary work in the 
Congo “without letup and as long as the door 
is open.” 


@ The time has come for Bible-believing Prot- 
estants to engage in a dialogue with religious 
Jews, says Dr. Sherwood Wirt, editor of Decision 
magazine, which is published by the Billy Gra- 
ham Evangelistic Association. Returning from 
a trip to Israel with Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, editor 
of Christianity Today, Dr. Wirt said that such a 
dialogue could “help build bridges of genuine 
love” between Christians and Jews. 


@ PHILADELPHIA.—The Tenth Presbyterian 
Church congregation has voted to extend a call 
to the Rev. Mariano Di Gangi, 37, of St. Enoch’s 
Presbyterian Church, Hamilton, Ont., Can., to 
succeed Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse as minister. 
Mr. Di Gangi is a graduate of Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary, and has been active in the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. 
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Asia‘s Spiritual Crisis—a hard look at some 
of the issues facing the Church in Asia today. 
By David H. Adeney. 
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Brave New World 
/e 
th Some years ago the reading public was at least unsettled, But this is not all. Apparently Red China is setting out 
9 if not alarmed, with the appearance of Aldous Huxley’s to make her little finger thicker than Russia’s waist. A 
e novel, Brave New World. The brilliant novelist described recent Associated Press dispatch tells of “bright perspec- 
a nightmare society of the future in which family life had _ tives” which Chinese scientists are holding out of “extra- 
disappeared, nonconformity was a deadly sin, and an elite corporeal fertilization of human ova and the culture of 
intelligentsia ruled over semimoronic hordes who had been human embryos,” i.e., artificial mass production of people. 
e mass produced by artificial incubation methods. Order was This “brave” new plan, according to the scientists, will 
‘ maintained in society by the use of a daily quota of “soma,” | emancipate womanhood from the bother of childbearing, 
a pleasant drug administered to the populace. Mr. Huxley’s and allow them to assume their full place in the workers’ 
7 vision was, of course, consciously absurd, and was to have __ paradise. “This is happy news for women,” says China. 
9 taken place in the 27th century. Its claim to serious con- Further, successful experiments on baby culture would make 
e sideration rested on the fact that the horrors depicted could __ it possible to control the sex of children. The state will 
be seen to be the end product of materialistic values already | eventually be able to plan its population ahead. 
emerging in society. One doesn’t have to be a Christian to be horror-struck by 
e The twenty-seventh century is still a long way off. But such vistas. L. C. McHugh, S.J., the author of the article 
> it is beginning to appear that Mr. Huxley’s major error in in America, concludes with the following observation: “Sup- 
S, the book was a matter of dating. According to America, posing that communism one day wins control of the world, 
1S the influential Jesuit weekly, the Soviet Union has recently _it is going to take a lot of synthetic beatitude and ethical 
6 opened its first “school of the future.” The school admits culture to make some of us function as well-adjusted robots 
e children in infancy, graduates them seventeen years later, in the commonwealth of the damned.” It is difficult to see 
:- and is designed to shape the entire person. The integrated | how those who have no confidence in a God who rules 
e studies are under the control of the state, and the end history can refrain from sheer hysteria as they view the 
e product is a “new person with Communist traits, habits, future. It is a salutary exercise for Christians to return 
7 and ethics.” There will be none of the outdated and often to the Second Psalm, where we are assured that, the 
bourgeois values such as family life and parental love and _ raging of the nations notwithstanding, the Lord will “break 
responsibility to confuse the young Russian. He will be 2 —_ them with a rod of iron.” History is not going to slip out 
' pure product of the state. of His grasp. 
is 
: Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 
n APOST ASY.—We are certainly living in a Laodicean age. The Christian Church, for 
. the most part, is tragically indifferent to the destructive influence of the bold repudiation of 
3 great Christian doctrines by some ecclesiastical leaders. One of the most glaring and impudent 
P denials of Christian truth to occur in our country during the last few decades is the widely 
publicized repudiation of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth of Christ by Dr. James A. Pike, 
Episcopal Bishop of California. A resolution offered to the House of Bishops assembled re- 
cently in Garden City, Long Island, called on the House of Bishops to remove Bishop Pike. 
| The resolution was rejected. Apparently the great Episcopal Church will tolerate high offi- 
5 cials within its ecclesiastical boundaries who reject some of the cardinal doctrines of the Chris- 
J tian faith that are clearly set forth in the Creed to which they once subscribed, namely, the 
k Thirty-Nine Articles. If the Bishop can hold views like this, so may the clergy. If the clergy 
. does not loyally hold to these great truths, certainly the laity are under no obligations to do so. 
e This can only mean that the uniqueness of the Christian faith is being obliterated, and move- 
h ments like this only prepare Christendom for that day in which we will have a “world reli- 
gion,” where the supernatural aspects of Christianity are no longer even referred to. 
‘ A NEW BIBLICAL MUSEUM.—One of the largest gifts ever made in the history of the 
State of Israel has just been announced, the sum of one million dollars, for the construction 
of the Samuel Bronfman Archaeological and Biblical Museum in Jerusalem. Mr. Bronfman’s 
children have also pledged to make annual grants for financing archaeological research and 
the publication of new findings in Israel. The Bronfman Museum will be located on a hill- 
top close to the Hebrew University Campus; nearby will be the buildings of the Bezalel Mu- 
] seum and also the Shrine of the Book, which will house the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
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There Is a Way Back to God 


By WILLIAM MacDONALD 


UD was saved while serving with 

the Marines on Okinawa. The 

transformation of his life was re- 
markable. He broke with several un- 
clean habits almost at once. Instead of 
foul-mouthed cursing his buddies now 
heard a positive testimony for Jesus 
Christ, for which they soon dubbed 
him “Deacon.” Before long he had 
committed dozens of verses to mem- 
ory, had established a daily quiet time, 
and had adopted a “Timothy” whom 
he could help and encourage in the 
faith, Bud was definitely what one 
would call a bright case. 

After his discharge he joined an evan- 
gelical church in his home town, and 
for a while his infectious enthusiasm 
seemed to stir up the other Christians 
to greater zeal for the Lord. But grad- 
ually Bud seemed to lose the glow. 
His attendance became spasmodic. He 
began to avoid Christians. Keen dis- 
appointment hit the church on that day 
in October when the local Tribune 
reported his wedding, for all of the 
Christians knew that he had married an 
unbeliever. 

That was seven years ago. Bud still 
lives in the same town and has a fairly 
good job. Neither he nor his wife at- 
tends .church, nor have their two sons 
been enrolled in Sunday school. He 
has long since made it obvious that he 
does not want the Christians to main- 
tain contact with him. 

Recently one of his Marine Corp bud- 
dies—a Christian—did succeed in reach- 
ing him for a short visit. Before long 
came the inevitable question. 

“Whatever has happened to you, 
Bud?” 

Bud didn’t reply. He just looked 
down at the gravel driveway. 

The earnest ex-Leatherneck probed 
further. “Bud, no one could ever tell 
me you weren’t saved out there on 
Okinawa!” 

“Oh, I’m saved all right, but I’m out 
of fellowship with God. I’m away from 
the Lord.” There was a pathos about 
him as he shifted nervously against the 
front left fender of his car. 


A Common Phenomenon 

Bud’s case is typical of an all-too- 
common phenomenon in spiritual life 
today—the sad spectacle of a_ back- 
slidden Christian. 

How does a believer get into this 
state? What are the marks of a back- 
slider? Can a Christian backslide and 
get away with it? 
to God? 

Probably nearly every case of back- 
sliding begins with neglect of the Word 
of God and of prayer. The pressures 
of life eat away at the daily quiet time. 
The Bible is read mechanically at first, 
then hurriedly, then a day is skipped, 
then the continuity is lost, until at last 
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Is there a way back 


Mr. MacDonald, who is president of 
Emmaus Bible School in Oak Park, 
Ill., discusses the price one pays for 
straying from God, and the possi- 
bilities of restoration. 








no glory seems to gild the sacred page. 
After all, you can omit reading the 
Bible without any dire results, says an 
inner voice. 

The Christian simultaneously loses his 
relish for prayer. There does not seem 
to be any strong, inward necessity driv- 
ing him to his knees. A heavy schedule 
of work awaits him at the office. It is 
so hard to concentrate on prayer. Oh 
well, it won’t make any difference if I 
miss just this once. Or twice. Look at 
the time! I had better be going. 

The next step downward is absentee- 
ism from the meetings of the local 
church. Wednesday night is so incon- 
venient for prayer meetings. And the 
Lord’s Supper—well, there’s so much 
to do at home, you know. Can’t a per- 
son be a Christian without being active 
in a local assembly? 

By this time, the believer has aban- 
doned the three principal means by 
which fellowship with God is main- 
tained—the Bible, prayer, and fellow- 
ship with other Christians. 

From that point it is easy to slide to 
a position where one’s distinctive Chris- 
tian testimony is lost. The believer is 
no longer recognizable as such. Like 
Peter, he mingles with the world, 
warming his hands at the fire with the 
enemies of his Lord. Like Lot, he seeks 
a name for himself in a scene of earthly 
riches and moral filth. In a day when 
he ought to be about the Lord’s busi- 
ness, he prostitutes his time, talents, 
and treasures in a quest for passing 
things. 








At the Approach of Temptation 
By Charles Wesley 


SEE the fiery trial near, 
But Thou, my God, art still the same. 
Hell, earth, and sin, I scorn to fear, 
Divinely armed with Jesu’s Name. 


I have no skill the snare to shun, 
But Thou, O Christ, my Wisdom art! 
I ever into ruin run, 
But Thou art greater than my heart. 


I have no might to oppose the foe, 
But everlasting strength is Thine. 

Show me the way that I should go, 
Show me the path I should decline. 


Which shall I leave, and which pursue? 
Thou only my Adviser be. 

My God, I know not what to do; 
But O, mine eyes are fixed on Thee. 


By now he is spiritually stupefied, 
A few years ago he would never have 
thought of marrying an unbeliever. The 
Word of God positively forbids an un- 
equal yoke (2 Cor. 6:14). But this 
case is different. He concedes that or- 
dinarily it is against God’s will to 
marry a non-Christian. But he talks 
himself into believing that in this in- 


stance God wants him to marry this 


particular girl, even if she is not born 
again. She will get saved after they 
are married. And this will help him 
get back to the Lord. 

And so the backslider stoops to dis- 
obedience of the plain commands of 
Scripture. Little did he think that first 
morning when he skipped his quiet 
time that he could ever descend to 
such a level as this. 


Backslider’s Characteristics 

The backslider in heart.is filled with 
his own ways (Prov. 14:14). He has 
certain characteristics that mark him 
—certain griefs that dog him relent- 
lessly. 

First of all, he is not happy. If a 
person could go on happily in this con- 
dition for years, it would be proof that 
he was never really saved. But if he 
truly belongs to the Lord, he can only 
be miserable when out of fellowship 
with Him. 

Secondly, he is conscious of God’s 
chastening hand in his life. He can say 
with David, “Day and night thy hand 
was heavy upon me: my moisture is 
turned into the drought of summer” 
(Psa. 32:4). 

Third, he is apt to be critical. Noth- 
ing seems to go right, but it is never 
his own fault. His wife, at least, should 
be considerate and understanding, but 
she has failed to live up to his expec- 
tations of her. There is a state of con- 
stant tension. 

Frequently he encounters priceless 
opportunities to witness for Christ, yet 
is unable to use them because his lips 
are sealed by his life. And if he should 
make some feeble attempt to warn his 
unsaved friends, he seems to them like 
one who mocks (Gen. 19:14). 

Usually he is very uneasy in the pres- 
ence of spiritual Christians. He has no 
song. He has no testimony. He is a 
bone out of joint, a fish out of water. 

Frequently he finds himself in com- 
promising positions and hears a famil- 
iar voice saying to him, “What doest 
thou here, Elijah?” 

It seems that unsaved people can sin 
and never be discovered, whereas every 
false step he takes seems to be shouted 
from the housetops. 

He may even stoop to acts that are 
despicable in the eyes of the ungodly 
world. David is an illustration of this. 
He not only committed adultery with 
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Bathsheba but plotted to destroy her 
noble husband, Uriah. The message 
that Uriah carried from David to Joab 
was an order from the king to put 
Uriah in the forefront of the battle so 
that he would be slain. Could David 
be a true believer and act so unright- 
eously? This is a great mystery—the 
depth to which a child of God can de- 
scend and still be saved. 

A final mark of the backslider is 
this. He keeps hoping that something 
will happen to set matters right again. 
Perhaps his wife will get saved. Or he 
will get a better job. Or someone will 
die and leave him some money. He 
doesn’t seem to realize that he is the 
cause of his own troubles and that 
nothing but full restoration to the Lord 
will ever solve them. 

There is one aspect of the subject of 
backsliding that is rarely mentioned, 
namely, the fact that it is impossible to 
backslide and get away with it. While 
the sin itself may be forgiven, there are 
costly consequences, some of which can 
never be undone. 

Lot knew something of this. He 
chose the well-watered plains of the 
Jordan and lived in the vile city of 
Sodom, but he lost his wife, his sons- 
in-law, and his testimony. Also, he 
became the father of Moab and Am- 
mon, some of whose descendants are 
still bitter foes of God’s people. 

David knew something of the conse- 
quences of backsliding. For the mur- 
der of Uriah, he had to restore fourfold 
from his own children: the baby born 
to Bathsheba died; Amnon was slain by 
Absalom; Absalom was slain by Joab 
and his men; and Adonijah was slain 
by Benaiah. The consequences of 
David’s sin continue to this very day. 
By his backsliding he gave great oc- 
casion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaspheme (2 Sam. 12:14). Atheists to- 
day still blaspheme God for calling 
David a man after His own heart when 
David had acted so wickedly. 

And what of the time that is spent 
out of fellowship with God? It is like 
water spilled upon the ground—it can 
never be gathered up again. It is lost 
forever, hopelessly wasted. 

And what of the influence of a back- 
slider on others? It can never be 
wholly undone. What about those chil- 
dren who live and die and go to hell? 
What can ever retrieve them? What 
about those opportunities that were 
missed? No tears can ever bring them 
back. 

Who can ever measure the remorse 
of the backslider? Who can tell of the 
pangs of conscience? Who knows the 
Many rebukes he must endure silently 
because there is a measure of truth to 
them? Who knows the unwitting re- 
Marks that cut him to the depths? 

Peter knew something of the conse- 
quences of backsliding. He went out 
and wept bitterly (Luke 22:62). Naomi, 
too, knew the sorrow of it all. After 
returning from Moab, she said, “Call 
me not Naomi [which means pleasant], 
call me Mara [bitter]: for the Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly with me. I 


(Continued on page 565) 





Members of an “African Challenge” reading unit meet for discussion 
around the Word of God, using articles in the magazine as a basis. 


Ten Years of African Challenge 


An African magazine witnesses to Jesus Christ 
By RAE B. B. GOURLAY 


COUNTERPART to the Communist 
A “cell” system is working success- 
fully for Christ across the African con- 
tinent. Meeting monthly in Nigeria, 
Ghana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanganyika, 
and other states, there are 300 groups of 
Christians who owe their existence to a 
Christian monthly magazine. This is 
only one of the fruits of the ministry of 
the African Challenge, which is cele- 
brating its tenth anniversary. 

The amazing thing about the African 
Challenge reading units, as they are 
called, is the fact that they started 
spontaneously. The initiative came 
from African readers, and took the 
magazine staff by surprise. In 1953 a 
Presbyterian pastor in Eastern Nigeria 
wrote to the editor to say that he had 
started a young men’s Bible class, and 
was using the magazine to provide 
topics for study. He called the group 
an “African Challenge Reading Unit.” 

His letter was published, and soon 
people were writing in from all over 
Africa to ask how to start their own 
branches. “We call ourselves The 
Moonlight Reading Association,” wrote 
one group of young men in Nigeria, 
“but we want to change our name and 
join.” 

Most of the applications came—and 
are still coming—from schools and 
training colleges, representing Africa’s 
largest literate group, and the biggest 
market for Challenge. Some, however, 
come from other groups. Latest news 
of a reading unit comes from the tiny 
West African country of Gambia, where 


bank clerks, teachers, shop assistants, 
and students are meeting regularly to 
discuss the Challenge and study the 
Bible.- Included in their number are 
Roman Catholics and Moslems. 

In many places the reading unit is the 
only Christian organization for young 
people. Sunday schools are by no 
means common in many parts of Africa, 
and reading units have been able to fill 
the vacuum in some cases. After study 
and prayer, members go out and read 
the magazine to illiterate neighbors, and 
witness for Christ in the community 
through services such as chopping wood, 
carrying water, and assisting the local 
church. They are encouraged to start 
Sunday schools and hold open-air evan- 
gelistic meetings. 

No one could have forecast in 1951 
the turbulent events in Africa in the 
ten years to follow. Nationalism 
reached a feverish pitch. Countries 
that had shown little progress for cen- 
turies suddenly demanded freedom 
from colonial rulers, until no less than 
eighteen African states received inde- 
pendence in 1960 alone. 

When the African Challenge first ap- 
peared on the newsstands of West Africa 
in July, 1951, it was destined to accom- 
pany Africa during the most important 
decade of its history. As the pioneer 
evangelistic magazine of its kind, it was 
also to provide the vision for similar 
Christian magazines in other parts of 
the world. 

The Challenge began very much as an 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 
John 11:7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us 
go into Judaea again. 
8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? 


16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his 
fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him. 


Chap. 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 

5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou 
goest; and how can we know the way? 

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 


Chap. 20:24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didy- 


International Uniform Lesson 





THOMAS, THE REALIST 
John 11:5-16; 14:3-6; 20:24-29; Acts 1:13; printed text, John 11:7, 8, 16; 


14:3-6; 20:24-29 


Golden Text.—Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.— 


John 20:29 


25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have 
seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in 
his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe. 

26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, 
and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being 
shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and 
behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it 
into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and 
my God. 

29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 
me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, 


_ and yet have believed. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


mus, was not with them when Jesus came. 


national Council of Religious 


ducation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


Titsowa because of his well- 
known outburst of disbelief after 
the Lord’s resurrection, has _ be- 
come known as “Doubting Thomas.” 
This is a very misleading title, for 
Thomas was a man of rugged faith, and 
one who dearly loved his Lord. His 
protest was not one of doubt; it was 
one of outright unbelief. To him the 
story of the risen Christ was thoroughly 
incredible, and he stated this in em- 
phatic language. But a doubter he was 
not. He was, however, a thoroughgoing 
realist, having firm convictions. 

Every reader of the New Testament 
ought to be deeply grateful to Thomas 
for his scattered remarks, for these 
served to bring into relief pronounce- 
ments from the Lord that otherwise 
may never have been made. They be- 
came the occasion for remarks that 
were most revealing, and these have 
become sources of eternal blessing to 
multitudes. 


Verse by Verse 

John 11:7.—“Then after that saith 
he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea 
again.” Two days had passed since the 
Lord Jesus had received word that 
Lazarus was sick, but He had not gone 
to him, During this time Lazarus had 
died: In the full knowledge of this, the 
Saviour proposed that He and the dis- 


ciples return to Judea. Bethany, of 
course, was located there. 
Verse 8.—“His disciples say . . . Mas- 


ter, the Jews of late sought to stone 
thee; and goest thou thither again?” 
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The Lord’s proposal struck the disciples 
as a bit foolhardy in view of the recent 
Jewish attack on their Master when in 
that area. Was He prepared to risk 
another one? 

Verse 16.—“Then said Thomas, which 
is called Didymus, unto his fellow dis- 
ciples, Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” Thomas, whose name means 
“twin” (Didymus in Greek), was con- 
vinced that a return to the vicinity of 
Jerusalem could only issue in martyr- 
dom for the Lord. But to him it was 
unthinkable that He should suffer this 
alone. In that wavering moment 
Thomas raised the standard high and 
became the rallying center. If their 
Master was to die, then they would 
all die! 

Chap. 14:3.—“*And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also.” Our Lord 
here plainly declared His purpose to 
return again. This return would be 
just as certain as His exit from this 
world, and would result in the removal 
of all of His own that they might be 
in His very presence. Love cannot 
tolerate distance. Christ, in divine love, 
desires to have His purchased ones with 
Him. 

Verse 4—“And whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know.” The Lord’s 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). 




















destiny and the route that He would 
take was known to them. He had al- 
ready declared both. 

Verse 5—“Thomas saith unto him, 
Lord, we know not whither thou goest; 
and how can we know the way?” Not 
knowing his Master’s destination, it was 
obvious that Thomas and his friends 
could not be certain of the way. 

Verse 6—“Jesus saith unto him, I 
am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” While these glorious words were 
primarily addressed to Thomas, they 
have reached millions since that time 
with tremendous spiritual impact and 
blessing. The Lord Jesus is Himself 
the way—and the only way—to God. 
He is the embodiment of all the truth, 
as well as the embodiment of the life. 
And it is impossible for anyone, re- 
gardless of his position or character, 
to approach the living God, who is the 
Father, except through the Son. 

Chap. 20:24—“But Thomas .. . was 
not with them when Jesus came.” No 
explanation is given by the Evangelist 
for the absence of Thomas that evening; 
just the fact itself. It may have been 
that Thomas had succumbed to utter 
despondency. Had he not predicted 
earlier that death for Jesus would be 
the outcome of the return to Jeru- 
salem? (See chap. 11:16.) Now the 
whole tragedy had been spelled out. 

Verse 25.—“The other disciples there- 
fore said unto him, We have seen the 
Lord. But he said unto them, Except 
I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe.” The words, 
“I will not believe,” are very strong in 
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the Greek, and express the determina- 
tion, “I will under no circumstances be- 
lieve.” The testimony of enthusiastic 
eyewitnesses was unconvincing. In fact, 
in the judgment of this man, his fellow- 
disciples had probably been hood- 
winked. But he would not be! No 
evidence short of that of his own senses 
—sight and touch—would suffice to con- 
vince him. He must see and feel the 
very wounds. 


Verse 26—“And after eight days 
again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the 
midst, and said, Peace be unto you.” 
This second meeting took place one 
full week later: The room was doubt- 
less the same one; again the doors were 
all shut, and inside were the gathered 
disciples. It would appear that this 
would be their custom now, meeting 
together on the first day rather than 
on the seventh. And this time Thomas 
was on hand. And so was the Lord 
Jesus! Appearing in their midst, He 
again bequeathed to them His wonder- 
ful peace. 


Verse 27.—“Then saith he to Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side: and be not faith- 
less, but believing.” These words of 
Jesus, addressed directly to Thomas, 
manifested His perfect knowledge of 
Thomas’s outburst some days before, 
and they thus reveal His omniscience. 
And now comes the invitation to touch 
the very wounds. Thomas is at perfect 
liberty to investigate fully all the evi- 
dence. 


Verse 28—“And Thomas answered ... 
My Lord and my God.” This expression 
of amazement and worship evidently 
burst from the lips of Thomas apart 
from any examining of the Lord’s 
wounds. He was overwhelmed by the 
full conviction that Jesus was not only 
alive again but that He was also su- 
preme, as Lord, and fully divine, as 


Verse 29.—“Jesus saith unto him, 
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have be- 
lieved.” Thomas’s convictions had been 
formed through the evidence of sense. 
He had seen and believed. (Evidently 
the touch was not necessary.) A higher 
blessedness, or happiness, however, 
would rest upon the one who believes 
without the support of any such evi- 
dence. His confidence in the resur- 
rection and deity of the Lord Jesus 
would be based on the faith of his 
heart alone. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Our study today centers around the 
counsel that Thomas gave, the concern 
he showed, and the confession he made. 

His counsel was given in a critical 
moment. The Lord had just announced 
that their friend, Lazarus of Bethany, 
was dead, and proposed that the little 
party return to Judea. He would raise 
Lazarus from the dead. But this awak- 
ened an immediate protest from His 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. July 23.—M and Martha, Friends 
of Jesus. uke 10:38-42; John 
11:1-44; 12:1-8 


Next Week’s Lesson 


6. August 6.—Dorcas, a Woman of 
ood Works. Acts 9:36-43 











followers. Had not the Jews there re- 
cently threatened His life by stoning? 
Why, therefore, give them a second op- 
portunity? Why jeopardize their lives 
again? Our Lord’s firm reply was, 
“Nevertheless let us go unto him” (John 
11:15). 

This proposal was a severe test of the 
loyalty of the disciples. Would they 
respond? Then Thomas spoke up. “Let 
us also go,” he urged, “that we may die 
with him” (v. 16). What splendid ad- 
vice that was! The only thing that 
those disciples could foresee was stones, 
and the spilling of their own blood. 
But if this was to be the fate of their 
Master, then Thomas, for one, was pre- 
pared to accept it also. Let not one of 
them be guilty of cowardice! : 

A little later, in the upper room, their 
Lord had just announced that He was 
about to return to the Father’s House, 
and that they knew both where He 
was going and also the road He would 
take. Then came an_ interruption. 
Thomas declared that they really did 
not know where He was going, and 
hence they could not know the way. 
This brought from the lips of Jesus 
another of those great “I am’s,” so 
characteristic of John’s Gospel. “I am 
the way,” He said, “the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). 

And even his blundering disbelief in 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus ulti- 
mately issued in his glowing confession, 
“My Lord and my God” (John 20:28), 
a confession that has been echoed by 
every Christian ever since. 

In reviewing these three expressions 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT is the meaning of “Thomas”? 

2. When Jesus proposed return- 

ing to Judea, what advice did Thomas 
give? 

3. What did this indicate? 

4.How did the Lord reply to 
Thomas’s question, “How can we know 
the way?” 

5. Why was Thomas not really a 
“doubter’? 

6. What evidence of Christ’s resur- 
rection did he demand? 

7. What confession did he finally 
make? 

8. Why does greater blessing rest on 
believers now? 

9. What Bible proof is there that 
Jesus will always bear the scars of the 
cross? 

10. Of whom is Thomas an illustra- 
tion? 

(Answers on page 562) 
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on the part of Thomas we conclude 
that, though he was a man of few 
words, he was ruggedly sincere and 
honest. His language was plain and 
direct. Guile was foreign to his char- 
acter, and he was truly devoted to his 
Lord. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The counsel Thomas gave (John 11: 
5-16) 

2. The concern he displayed (Chap 14: 
3-6) 

3. The confession he made (Chap. 20: 
24-29; Acts 1:13) 


Topics for Development 


The Wounds of Christ and Future 
Recognition. We know from the state- 
ments of Scripture that our Lord was 
not bound but rather nailed to the 
cross (see John 20:25). His hands, feet, 
and side were pierced (see Psa. 22:16; 
John 19:34). He was wounded and 
bruised when He died for our sins (see 
Isa. 53:5, 6). 

When He arose from the dead He 
still bore those scars. Though the body 
in which He died was mysteriously dif- 
ferent from that wherein He arose, yet 
there was a definite similarity. He 
Himself described it as one of “flesh 
and bones” (Luke 24:39). And as we 
have seen, it was the print of the nails 
in the hands and the mark of the lance 
that pierced the side that completely 
banished all the doubts of the skeptical 
Thomas. From these facts, the con- 
clusion that our Lord arose bodily is 
irresistible. 

That Christ still bears these scars 
brings both sorrow and joy to the 
Christian—sorrow because he realizes 
that his transgressions caused them, and 
yet joy that his Saviour, in His love, 
received them in his behalf. It is very 
probable that in Heaven throughout 
eternity the only one who will bear any 
marks of sin will be the only One who 
never committed sin! 

When John in one of his Patmos 
visions was urged to lift up his weeping 
eyes to behold the prevailing Lion of 
Judah, he was astonished to see in- 
stead “a Lamb as it had been slain” 
(Rev. 5:6). It evidently bore all the 
marks of fresh slaughter. But because 
of this, this Lamb was the conqueror 
and heir, and, as a result, all Heaven 
broke out in worship. 

It will be the sight of those scars that 
will bring Israel to repentance at the 
Second Coming. When they look upon 
Him whom they pierced, they will 
mourn as one mourns for an only son. 
And when they will ask, “What are 
these wounds in thine hands? Then he 
shall answer, Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends” 
(Zech. 13:6; see also chap. 12:10; Rev. 
1:7). The realization that they were the 
murderers of their very own God-sent 
Messiah will break Israel’s heart and 
issue in thorough self-judgment. 

It would seem that Thomas’s experi- 
ence is a foreview of all this, and that 
his confession of “My Lord and my 
God” will be repeated ten thousand- 
fold in the coming day by us all. We 
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shall indeed “know Him by the print 
of the nails in His hand.” 


Practical Applications 

Thomas was not ashamed to admit 
that he did not understand a remark 
that his Lord made during His upper 
room talk with them. And because of 
this frank admission, Jesus made a tre- 
mendous declaration—a declaration that 
has brought light and blessing to myr- 
iads (see John 14:5, 6). Nor was 
Thomas, on the other hand, ashamed 
to confess his faith when all his unbe- 
lief vanished at the sight of the identify- 
ing wounds in the risen Christ. He was 
a realist indeed, and his candor is re- 
freshing. 

We ought not to be ashamed to admit 
our ignorance or to ask questions. Chris- 
tianity, as a faith, is not irrational. 
After all, reason is a God-given faculty, 
and while the Christian Gospel often 
transcends reason, it never violates it. 
It is not esoteric. It is open, and en- 
courages full investigation. 

The four Gospels are generously 
sprinkled with questions that were 
asked by disciples, and others, of the 
Lord Jesus. He answered these inquir- 
ers freely and fully, and thus often re- 
vealed large segments of new truth and 
floods of light on otherwise obscure sub- 
jects. « 

At best, we know only in part (see 
1 Cor. 13:9). Our five physical senses 
limit us to the things of time and sense. 
However, it is only “he that is spiritual” 
that discerneth (see 1 Cor. 2:15). An 
essential prerequisite for true learning 
is honesty and readiness to acknowledge 
ignorance, and a genuine reliance on 
the Spirit of the Lord and the inspired 
Word of God. 


Golden Text 

John 20:29.—“Blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed.” 
This blessedness applies to believers 
today, for although the reality of the 
risen Christ is not evident to his physi- 
cal senses, he believes because of the 
testimony of the Word of God. His 
faith rests upon that Word only. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTED Hymns 


“Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
“All My Doubts I Give to Jesus” 
“Living for Jesus a Life That Is True” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy Word before us with its testimony 
of those who saw our Saviour risen, that 
we, too, might see Him through their 
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eyes. We thank Thee that we may trust 
ourselves to Him and prove His reality, 
His saving presence and power for our- 
selves. Help any with us now who 
have not yet turned to Christ to do so 
and so taste and see He is all the Bible 
says He is, the Heaven-sent Saviour we 
all need. May this Good News be given 
to all who have yet to hear it, and may 
Thy blessing be with all who are de- 
voted to making Christ known. Bless 
and use our own church, our mission- 
aries, and all the people of Christ in 
this and other lands, that many may be 
won to Him. Where powerful people 
oppose the Gospel, show Thy convert- 
ing power, O Lord, and turn the foes of 
Christ into His friends. Where any 
suffer the ills of this life and where any 
suffer for the Gospel’s sake, be their 
helper and deliverer. To us all give 
Thy care and Thy help in living for 
Jesus a life that is true. Do all this for 
His sake and glory. Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 





SCARRED Psa. 22:16 
LIVING HANDS John 20:27 
MIGHTY John 10:28 











After the Lesson.—Thomas, the doubter, 
had said that nothing short of see- 
ing the print of the nails in Christ’s 
hands would convince him that He had 
risen. So, when our Lord said to 
Thomas, “Behold my hands,” He likely 
opened His hands that the palms might 
be seen. What Thomas then saw moved 
him to exclaim in wonder, love, and 
praise, “My Lord and my God.” 

Imagine yourself in the place of 
Thomas just then. You would have 
seen those hands to be scarred hands. 
The scars told of His sufferings for our 
sins. They recalled the words of the 
prophet, “He was wounded for our 
transgressions” (Isa. 53:5). Let us just 
now get those scarred hands of our 
Saviour in our mind’s eye and then 
say: “Thank You, Lord Jesus, for being 
wounded for me. Thank You for dying 
for me.” 

But looking through the eyes of 
Thomas we would also see that those 
scarred hands were now living hands. 
The scars tell of the death He died, but 
death no longer held Him, and all who 
trust themselves to Him are putting 
themselves in the hands of the strong 
Son of God. He is the one who is able 
to keep us from falling and present us 
faultless before the presence of God’s 
glory with exceeding joy (Jude 24). 
Do you wish to live a better Christian 
life, but you fear you can’t measure up 
and hold out? Of yourself you cannot. 
But trusting yourself to the living 
hands of the risen Saviour you can 


’ measure up and live a growing Chris- 


tian life. He once said of His sheep: 
“I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand” (John 
10:28). There is no safer, better place 
to be than in the mighty hands of the 
living Saviour. 
Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Let us go into Judaea again” (John 
11:7).—The Lord had departed from 
Judea, after the Jews had made at 
least two attempts to kill Him (John 
10:31, 39). Their murderous hatred of 
Him had been aroused by His claim of 
full deity with the Father. 

Now He is returning to give the 


greatest demonstration of His deity—. 


the raising to life of a disintegrating 
corpse! 

He had deliberately remained away 
from Judea until sickness, death, and 
corruption had wrought their worst on 
His friend, Lazarus, whom He loved. 

The moment had arrived for the giv- 
ing of the last and greatest “sign” of 
His entire public ministry! With His 
foreknowledge, He knew, too, that it 
would not be long after the raising of 
Lazarus from among the dead, that He 
would accomplish His own exodus at 
Jerusalem (Luke 9:31). He desired the 
apostles with Him on this mission, hence 
the words: “Let us go.” 

It is both interesting and instructive 
to notice the occasions on which the 
Lord linked the apostles with Himself 
by saying, “Let us .. .” (see Mark 1: 
38; 4:35; 14:42; John 11:7 and 14:31). 
Compare the dozen occurrences of the 
expression “Let us .. .” in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. 


“Let us also go, that we may die with 
him” (John 11:16).—The first mention 
of Thomas in the Scriptures is his call 
to the apostleship by our Lord (Matt. 
10:3). In the verse under consideration, 
we have his first recorded words. 

The absence of information regard- 
ing the background of the Apostle 
Thomas reminds one of the explanatory 
words of Dr. A. B. Bruce: 

“We must remember how little we 
know concerning any of the apostles. 
It is the fashion of biographers in our 
day, writing for a morbidly or idly 
curious public, to enter into the mi- 
nutest particulars of outward event or 
personal peculiarity regarding their 
heroes. Of this fond idolatrous minute- 
ness, there is no trace in the evangelic 
histories. The writers of the Gospels 
were not afflicted with the biographic 
mania. Moreover, the apostles were 
not their theme. Christ was their hero; 
and their sole desire was to tell what 
they knew of Him. They gazed at the 
Sun of Righteousness, and in His efful- 
gence they lost sight of the attendant 
stars. Whether they were stars of the 
first magnitude, or of the second, or of 
the third, made little difference.” (The 
Training of the Twelve; Harper and 
Brothers, New York 16; $2.50.) 

Some hard things have been written 
and spoken against Thomas; for ex- 
ample, he has been characterized as 
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“slow to believe, subject to despondency, 
seeing all the difficulties of a case, view- 
ing things on the darker side.” But his 
first recorded words reveal him to be 
a loyal and devoted disciple of his 
Master. Whatever else he was, he was 
not a coward. Although he was not 
called upon to give his life on this oc- 
casion, tradition says that after some 
years of fruitful witnessing for his Lord, 
“his martyrdom was occasioned by a 
lance.” 


“Thomas saith ... how can we know 
the way?” (John 14:5.)—The Lord had 
spoken very plainly about going to the 
Father’s House to prepare a place for 
them; but Thomas confessed that he 
did not know where the Lord was go- 
ing, and hence did not know the way. 

Call it rudeness on the part of 
Thomas to interrupt the Lord in this 
way if you like, but I for one am thank- 
ful he did. For, as a result of it, we 
have the Lord Jesus presenting Him- 
self as the Way, the only Way to the 
Father and to the Father’s House. He 
is the Truth, the whole Truth about the 
Father; and He is the Life, apart from 
which the Father cannot be known. 

Like wand’ring sheep o’er mountain cold, 

Since all have gone astray; 


To Life and yeeee within the fold, 
How may I find the way? 


Bewildered oft with doubt and care, 
To God I fain would go: 

While many cry, Lo, here! lo, there! 
The truth how may I know? 


To Christ the Way, the Truth, the Life, 
I come no more to roam; 
He’ll guide me to my Father’s house, 
To my eternal home. 
ames McGranahan 

“Except I shall see ...I will not be- 
lieve” (John 20:25).—Here Thomas is 
seen as a realist, demanding ocular 
proof of the physical resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. He remained a doubter 
for eight days. Then the Lord gra- 
ciously gave him the opportunity of do- 
ing what he desired to do, saying as 
He did so, “. . . be not faithless, but 
believing.” 

The result was miraculous! Thomas 
exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” 
The finest confession of the full deity 
of the risen Lord given by any of the 
apostles! 

“. . . blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed” (John 
20:29)—This last beatitude of our 
Lord on earth belongs to all who today 
believe with the heart, without seeing 
with the eyes! 

Wawona, Catir. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL begin this morning by 
reviewing John 3:14, and then 
learning verse 15. 
Our subject today is Thomas, the 
third apostle we are studying this quar- 
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ter. Who can name the two we have 
had already? (Matthew and Andrew.) 

Have you ever heard people speak of 
“Doubting Thomas”? Thomas is usu- 
ally remembered by the fact that he 
doubted Christ’s resurrection. As we 
study today’s lesson, we will see other 
things for which he should be remem- 
bered. 

Turn to 1 Corinthians 4:5. The first 
one who finds it may read it. Notice 
how this verse ends. Does it say, “Then 
shall every man be scolded for his fail- 
ures?” No! In the day when the Lord 
appraises the lives of His people, it says 
here that He will praise each one. As 
we read about different men of God, we 
can learn from their mistakes, as well 
as from their good points. If we are go- 
ing to be like our Lord, we will look 
for things to praise in His people. This 
applies to Christians we know today, as 
well as to those we read about in the 
Bible. 

As we read John 11:5-16, what can 
you find for which to praise Thomas? 
(He loved Jesus enough to be willing to 
die with Him.) Isn’t that worth re- 
membering about Thomas? 

Next read John 14:3-6. Here is some- 
thing else I like about Thomas. Some 
people are too proud to ask a question, 
thinking it will display their ignorance. 
Thomas wasn’t! He did not understand 
what Jesus said, so he asked Him about 
it. What was the result? The Lord 
Jesus answered him in words which 
have blessed countless people: “T am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

Now read John 20:24-29. This is the 
incident for which Thomas is famous. 
He was not with the other disciples that 
Easter Sunday evening when Jesus ap- 
peared to them after His resurrection. 
And when they told Thomas that they 
had seen the Lord, he would not believe 
that Jesus really was alive. Why do 
you think Thomas would not believe 
that Jesus had risen? (Rising from the 
dead is unusual.) You are certainly 
right. But after companying with the 
Saviour for three and one half years, 
hearing His words and seeing His mir- 
acles, Thomas should have known that 
Jesus was greater than anyone else who 
ever lived. What other reasons can you 
think of why Thomas should have be- 
lieved that Jesus had risen? (The other 
disciples told him so. He had seen 
Jesus raise the dead. .The Lord had 
told them that He would rise.) Those 
are all good reasons. Let us look again 
at the last one. Every time Jesus had 
foretold His death, He had also foretold 
His resurrection, so when Thomas 
doubted Christ’s resurrection, he was 
doubting His word. That is a serious 
mistake. Jesus was Himself the Truth. 
Whatever He said would take place, 
must take place. Thomas doubted His 
word till he saw Him again. Then he 
exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” 

Nowadays it is considered a mark of 
intelligence to put a question mark in 
front of everything God has said. The 
Devil was the first one to do this in 
Eden long ago. The strange thing is 
that those who encourage you to ques- 





tion the truths of God’s Word, are in- 
dignant if you question their word. 
In summer school one of my professors 
stated that foreign missionaries were 
“misfits” in our society, either unable 
to make a good living here, or else un- 
able to get along with their fellow 
citizens. I said, “Pardon me for in- 
~terrupting, but I have not found mis- 
sionaries like that. Of course I only 
know about a hundred and fifty well. 
But all of these are men and women 
who could easily earn a living in this 
country, and who could enjoy their fel- 
low citizens.” The professor changed 
the subject and never mentioned mis- 
sionaries again in our class. But it was 
evident that he did not like my ques- 
tioning his statement. Yet he doubts 
everything God has said. 

Last we will read Acts 1:13, 14. Here 
we see Thomas, after the Lord’s ascen- 
sion to Heaven, praying with the other 
disciples. After his joyful exclamation, 
“My Lord and my God,” his faith never 
seems to have wavered again. 

Tradition says that Thomas became a 
missionary, going as far as India, with 
the Gospel message, and that finally he 
was martyred for Christ. 

Let us be like Thomas in his love for 
Christ, and in his willingness to learn, 
but let us never doubt the truth of 
God’s Word, or the power and love of 
our living Saviour. If we trust Him with 
all our hearts, some day He will say to 
us, “Blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Priend of Jesus 
(John 11:7, 8, 16; 20:24-28) 

O YOU have some twins in your 
D school? Did you know that one 
of the Lord’s disciples was a twin? 
Twin was the nickname of Thomas. 
You can find it in John 11:16, but it 
will not look like “twin” to you! (Let 
the children find the word, then ex- 
plain that Didymus is the word for 
twin in Greek, a language used in 
Bible times.) What kind of work do 
you guess Thomas did before the Lord 
called him to be one of His Twelve? 
See if you guessed right (21:2, 3). 

We have three special stories about 
Thomas in the Bible. In one he is 
walking with the Lord Jesus. In one 
he is talking with the Lord Jesus. In 
one he is kneeling before the Lord 
Jesus. (As each of these is mentioned, 
show a picture. The first may be of the 
Lord and His disciples walking through 
the grain fields, often used in Scripture 
calendars. The second should be of 
Christ and His disciples seated or re- 
clining at the Last Supper. The third 
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IF YOU DON’T DRIN: ‘ 


PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY fokE 


NO WAITING PERIODS - 





TO THE ONE AMERICAN in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from 
your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
#3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection 
and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who 
do not drink. Yet their insurance ... UNTIL NOW... cost the same 
as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates are based on 
the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non-Drinkers! Why 
should you help pay for the hospitalization of those who ruin their 
health by drink? Gold Star rewards you instead of penalizing you 
for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most modern 
type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because 
of the Gold Star Policy which is offered only to non-drinkers. With 
this policy, you receive $100 a week in cash, from the first day 
and as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid you 
in cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills . . . any- 
thing you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company 
no matter how long you remain in the hospital or how often you 
are sick. And the present low rate on your policy can never be 
raised simply because you get old, or have too many claims, but 
only in the event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all 
policyholders! 


Christian Leaders Say: 





DR. HYMAN APPELMAN, International Evangelist: 
“God was gracious enough to use me to lead Arthur 
DeMoss to the Lord Jesus Christ. I have known him inti- 
mately. He is 100% trustworthy. He knows insurance 
backwards and forwards. When he O.K.’s a thing like the 
Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Plan, it is to be taken at full 
face value. Without any sort of reservation, I recommend 
it to everybody.” 


DR. ROBERT G. LEE, former Pastor, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., and three-time President South- 
ern Baptist Convention: 

“After looking over and reading what is said in the Gold 
Star Hospitalization Policy, I must say that it is the most 
unique and unusual and appealing policy I have ever heard 
of. For your part in making known to me this wonderful 
policy and the benefits thereof, I am, and shall be as long 
as I live, most grateful.” 


DR. J. PALMER MUNTZ, long-time President, Winona 
Lake Bible Conference: “For years I have been hoping 
that someone would provide accident and hospitalization 
insurance at the lower rates warranted by non-drinkers. 
I am glad that such a plan has finally been developed by 
my very good personal friend, Arthur DeMoss, who is 
known the country over as a man of integrity and sterling 
Christian character. There certainly is no coverage any- 
where which can compare, and I know {i wouldn’t be 
without it.” . 


DR. LOUIS T. TALBOT, Chancellor, Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles: 

“T am happy unreservedly to commend this unusual insur- 
ance coverage. I secured it for myself as soon as I learned 
of its unique provisions, superior to any otherwise avail- 
able. I have unbounded confidence in the integrity and 
consecrated business ability of my good friend Arthur 
DeMoss with whom I have had happy association for a 
number of years.” 





ONLY YOU 


One out of every seven people will spend some time in th 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospiti 
. .. 32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose tum f 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall » 


the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden illney,§ iste 
or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or monthgy ‘ © 
and could cost thousands of dollars. pag 
How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costy§ uth 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lof a few 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in debif every 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to yo I am 
but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells you itis Flores 
your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy coverage that ¥ 
any price. It is 8 
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THE GOLD STAR PLAN MAKES IT EASY | ram 
With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy| inept 
you would receive $100 per week in cash, as long as you re of any 
in the hospital. If your hospital stay is less than one week, Elmer 
still collect at the rate of $14.29 per day. Even if you are peo 
ready covered by another policy, the Gold Star Plan will su og 
ment that coverage, and will pay you directly, in addition , , 
your present policy. the Gc 
This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a omg 
for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full most. | 
For each child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s tions.” 


tion. And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the premium 
only $6 a month. CI 
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And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Ha (Oni 
Plan, there is no limit on how long you can stay in the he © Goo 
no limit on the number of times you can collect (and oy 
Company can never cancel your policy), and no limit on @ Pay: 
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= Money-Back Guarantee @ Nos 
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Ss We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will call. Cc 
*s In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. The oat 
- Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your any act 
doctor, your friends or some trusted advisor. Make sure it by use 
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provides exactly what we've told you it does. Then, if for any 
reason whatsoever you are not fully satisfied, just mail your 
policy back within ten days, and we’ll cheerfully refund your 
entire premium by return mail, with no questions asked. So, 
you see, you have everything to gain and nothing to lose. 
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DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, Inc. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
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ne in the Read What a Blessing This ADDITIONAL GOLD STAR BENEFITS 
€ hospital 
he! “ Protection Has Been to Others: Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
Elsie B. Firth, Philadelphia, Penna.: “Thank uch fi i 
an = agit yar ea pen rane ees Soe. nn ae pe Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot or sight of one eye. 
hospital. Thank you, too, for caring for my claim so promptly, Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both hands, both feet and sight of both 
and I am quite satisfied with it.” eyes 
ith Ruth M. Keene, Pinckneyville, Illinois: “As a policyholder of ; , 
pao, a few months, I ~anti ie to aiuto Gat 1 on oo pete 4 Pays DOUBLE the above amounts (up to $12,000) for specified 
ly in debt every respect with your prompt claim service. Needless to say, travel accidents! 
n to you, I am happy to have found a Company so reliable and prompt.” 
; you it i Florence Cooper, Union City, Pennsylvania: “We wish to say 
verage that we certainly appreciate your wonderful service in our behalf. 
It is such a joy and privilege to do business with Christian people. / 
The check we received met a need which we certainly thank you RUSH COUPON NOW: 
for.” 
ASY | kai 5. Scott, Grafton, Mlinois: “I want to thank you for the TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 
check which I received this week. I think your Gold Star Plan of 
a Policy,§ hospitalization is wonderful, because it furnishes cash to take care APPLICATION FOR 768 0761 


u rel of any expense my other insurance does not cover.” 
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eek, Elmer H. Murdoch, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: “This is to 
u are acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your check for my wife. 
Is It was very kind of you to do this. It proved a great help to us, , 
rr as we have been under many extra expenses since our car accident.” My name Is 
dition Rev. J. Elwin Zuch, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: “Thank God for Street or RD # 
the Gold Star Hospitalization Policy I hold with DeMoss Asso- . 
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tians gave me a sense of security at the time when I needed it the : . 
‘me most. Your disposition of my claim more than justified my expecta- Date of Birth: Month Day Year 
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CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: My beneficiary is 
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@ All benefits paid directly to 
you in cash! 


© All claim checks are sent 
out Airmail Special Deliv- 
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hospital for only a day or 
two, or for many weeks, 
months, or even years! 

@ No policy fees or enroll- 
ment fees! 
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ta Fill out application at right. 
@ Enclose in an envelope with 
your first payment. 


@ Mail to DeMoss Associates, Inc. 
Valley Forge, Pa. 


YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY | 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. q 
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Have you or amy member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness or have you 
or they had medical advice or treatment — have you or they been advised to have a surgical 











| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 

hereby apply to The Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy for a policy based on 

the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to the 

date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the written 
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will be of Thomas kneeling before the 
Lord. Ask three pupils who have pre- 
viously prepared to tell the story of 
each picture.) 

John 11:1-16—Review what was 
learned about other disciples in recent 
lessons by naming some of the men in 
the picture. Were they killed? In- 
stead, a dead man came to life! It is 
so wonderful to walk with the Lord 
Jesus that Thomas was willing to risk 
death to go with Him! I wonder if you 
would risk being made fun of to go with 
Him to invite a boy or girl to Sunday 
school, where they might find everlast- 
ing life. The Lord would go with you, 
even though you could not see Him, 
wouldn’t He? A very old Christian 
group in South India, the Mar-Thoma 
church, claims that Thomas started their 
church. After he had finished his work 
for Him, Thomas did walk with the 
Lord Jesus until death—at least, so an 
old story, not in the Bible, tells us, 


John 14:1-6—When Thomas talked 
with the Lord Jesus, the Lord did most 
of the talking and Thomas listened. 
But Thomas asked a question and the 
Lord answered. Probably most boys 
and girls would like to ask the Lord 
the same question: How can we know 
the way to Heaven when we do not 
even know where Heaven is? (Read 
to class v. 3, and then in v. 6: “I am the 
way .'. . no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.” If you have at- 
tendants at class who may not be fa- 
miliar with the way of salvation, use a 
brief explanation, illustrated by the 
colors of the Wordless Book,! which 
may be inexpensively purchased or 
made of colored paper: black for sin, 
red for the blood of the Lord Jesus, 
white for a clean heart, gold for 
Heaven. Usually the cover is green to 
symbolize growth in the Christian life.) 

John 20:19-29—I wonder what you 
would say if the Lord suddenly stood 
here. Does He care whether you be- 
lieve in Him or not? “Be not faithless, 
but believing” (John 20:27, Memory 
Verse). “Blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed” (John 
20:29, Golden Text). Is that “blessed” 
for you? Aren’t you glad? 

The children may like to follow the 
suggestion of last week again, and make 
blurbs to represent the important points 
of the conversation for each of the three 
pictures. If so, appoint a committee to 
read the text for each picture and write 
the blurbs. If help is needed, suggest 
for the first picture that blurbs include 
material from John 11:7, 11; v. 8; v. 
16. For the second picture, 14:5; vv. 
3, 6. For the third, 20:27, 29; v. 28. 

This week can you be a Thomas? 
Walk with the Lord Jesus everywhere 
you go. Talk with the Lord Jesus 


through Bible reading and prayer con- . 


versation. Kneel before the Lord Jesus 
to tell Him how wonderful He is to you. 


Orono, MAINE. 





1 May be a from the Times Book Service, 
18th and Arch Sts., Philadelphia 3; 15 cents 
each (including instruction leaflet). Please in-. 
clude 15 cents for handling and Postage with 
each order for less than $3; Many F, 5 per cent. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department ma > had upon request from 
the Editors. cee RBs ~~ Times, 
ao N. 13th 8t., * philadelphia 

A list of the lessons for AY "year 1961 
og 4 be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Locket Unlocked.—Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have 
believed (John 20:29, Golden Text). 
There was a lovely girl whose life was 
spent in helping unfortunate people. 
She never seemed to tire in her min- 
istries, no matter how long the day nor 
how late the night. Wherever she went, 
she was like a ray of sunshine. On a 
slender gold chain around her neck was 
suspended a locket that contained a se- 
cret. No one ever knew what it was 
until she suffered a fatal accident. 
Then the locket was opened, and out 
fell a slip of paper on which she had 
written, “Whom having not seen, 
I love."—From Wade C. Smith in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Sweetest Verse——Where I am, there 
ye may be also (John 14:3). The old 
saint was not far from the Pearly Gates 
when his minister came to see him, as 
he had done many times. Looking ten- 
derly down on him, he said, “I’m not 
going to weary you now, but I'll read 
to you the sweetest verse in the Bible, 
and then we'll have prayer together.” 
He then opened his pocket Testament at 
the fourteenth chapter of John’s Gos- 
pel, and read: “In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so I 
would have told you,” and was for 
closing the book and kneeling in prayer, 
when the dying man stretched out a 
delaying hand, and whispered, “No, that 
isn’t the sweetest verse. Read on.” So 
the minister read: “And if I go and 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 557) 


1. A twin. 

2. “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him” (John 11:16). 

3. Love and loyalty. 

4. “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). 

5. He said, “I will not believe” (John 
20: 25). 

6. He demanded to see and feel the 
scars. 

7. “My Lord and my God” 
20: 28) . 

8. Because they believe and have 
not yet seen. 

9. See Zechariah 13:6; Revelation 1: 
7; 5:6. 

10. Israel. 

NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 


(John 





prepare a place for you, I will come _ 


again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” 


At that a seraphic smile spread over — 


the face of the dying saint. “That’s it,” 
he whispered. “That’s the sweetest 
verse. It is not the mansions; it is 
Himself I want.”_—From The Methodist 
Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Rhos- 
on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


Prize illustration. 


Directions or Leading.—Jesus saith 
him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life (John 14:6a). The story is told of a 
child who was lost in the dark, stormy 
night and was crying in fear. The first 
man to whom she appealed for help 
located her home from what she told 
him, and directed her in this way: 
“Go down this street half a mile, turn 
to your right and follow the river a lit- 
tle way, and you will know where you 
are.” The confused youngster hardly 
heard what he said, and was turning 
away when another voice spoke to her. 
“Just come with me, dear,” it said; and 
the small, cold hand felt gentle, strong 
fingers clasped about it. The corner of 
a warm cloak covered the child’s shoul- 
ders, and a friend led the way home. 
The first man told her the way, the 
second became the way. Adults lose 
their way, too, in this complicated so- 
ciety of ours. Even strong men come to 
strange corners on the “streets of life” 
and cannot tell which way to turn. 
The one way to safety, security, and 
peace of mind is Christ. But who cares 
enough to turn aside and take the time 
to lead these unhappy people to the 
Master? A Christian is a guide who is 
ready, willing, and prepared to bring 
others to Christ!—Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


No Empty Pews.—But Thomas ... 
was not with them when Jesus came 
(John 20:24). An Ulster minister met an 
adherent in the street face to face, and 
there was no escape. The man knew 
that he was “in for it” as the minister 
had oft spoken to him about church at- 
tendance. So he made a frank con- 
fession: “My seat was empty on the 
Sabbath.” “Oh, no!” replied the minister 
quickly, “it was not.” “What!” said the 
offender, “Who was there?” “Satan was 
there,” replied the minister, “Satan was 
there, leering up at me and saying, 
T’ve got him again.’”—From The Gos- 
pel Witness. Sent by J. B. Dengis, 
Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


Man’s Works in Heaven.—Except I 
shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails (John 20:25). A minister, making 
a periodical visit to a ward in a large 
hospital, stopped beside the bed of a 
woman patient whom he had not seen 
before. She was a Christian, and being 
aware of the fact that even among the 
clergy there are some who have never 
been born again, decided to test her 
visitor as to wherein his faith rested. 
“Sir,” she addressed him, “what work 
of man will be in Heaven?” “There 
will be none, dear lady,” he replied. 
“Oh, but there will!” she responded; “I 
wonder that you cannot tell me what it 
is.” The minister, a truly godly man, 
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was puzzled by her remark, and said, 
“There will be no work of man in 
Heaven, I assure you. Our salvation is 
entirely by grace, through faith in 
‘Christ, and none of man’s works will 
enter Heaven.” “Sir,” said the aged 
patient, with tears in her eyes, “one of 

man’s works will be there—nailprints 
in the hands and feet of our blessed 
Saviour.” The visitor exclaimed, “How 
true that is! and to think that I myself, 
by my sins, helped wield the hammer 
that drove those spikes!”—From The 
Pilgrim. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 

Possession Unaware.—Peace be unto 
you (John 20:26). While I was serving 
as president of the Bible School in Lan- 
caster, Pa., a man entered the building 
one afternoon and said, “I am a travel- 
ing salesman. I believe in the verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures, the Virgin 
Birth, the blood Atonement, the literal 
Ascension, and the Second Coming of 
Christ. I know that I am saved and 
that my sins are forgiven, but I don’t 
have peace. The reason I told you all 
the things I believe is because whenever 
I get to another town I look up a fun- 
damental preacher or Bible teacher and 
ask how I get my peace. They always 
ask whether I believe this or that, so I 
have told you I believe it all, but I still 
don’t have peace. Can you help me?” 
I had been in the ministry just about 
five years when this took place and I 
didn’t know how I could help him when 
s0 many mature Christians had failed. 
My heart cried out, “Lord, help me!” 
Immediately Ephesians 2:14 came to 
mind, and I said to him, “Sir, aren’t you 
looking for something you have al- 
ready?” “What do you mean?” he 
asked. I replied, “You say that you 
have accepted Christ as your Saviour. 
Ephesians 2:14 says that, ‘he is our 
peace.” The man left the building so 
fast that I could not even call him back 
for prayer. We had our school in the 
old Convention Hall in those days, and 
that night there was a conference in the 
large auditorium. When the meeting 
was over and the crowd was filing out, 
I was standing by the stairway looking 
over the faces when I saw that of my 
afternoon guest. The light upon his 
face told me that he had his answer. 
As he came by he pressed my hand 
and said, “And to think that I had Him 
all the time!”—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Doubts Dissolved—And Thomas an- 
swered and said unto him, My Lord and 
my God (John 20:28). Our Lord gave 
Thomas the opportunity to do exactly 
what he said would be necessary to en- 
able him to believe. Whether he used 
his finger and hand in that manner, or 
not, is not revealed. But that he did 
believe is revealed by his exultant cry, 
“My Lord and my God.” His confession 
of faith exceeded all others! Doubts are 
dissolved by the Word of God. It was 
the spoken word for Thomas, it is the 
written Word for us. It has been esti- 
Mated that a foggy day in London costs 
that city hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars. This may suggest that there is 








nothing as costly to a person as yielding 
to moods caused by dwelling upon 
doubts which befog the spirit. It is not 
given to us to see physically, and lit- 
erally to handle the risen Lord; but 
we have the record that God has given 
of His Son, which we can believe, and 
enjoy the blessing of those “that have 
not seen, and yet have believed” (see 
also 1 Pet. 1:8). From Tom M. Olson in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 30 
3. Time Will Tell 
(Eccles. 12:1-4; Jas. 4:13-15) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AVING considered in two previous 

meetings the need for care in the 
making of vows and promises, and the 
real value and importance of making 
the right kind of vows, we turn this 
week to the urgency for deciding early 
to accept Christ as Saviour and to serve 
Him as Lord. And we shall see some of 
the foolishness and danger of postpon- 
ing this decision. 

The fact that God is “longsuffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance” (2 Pet. 3:9) is sometimes 
presumed upon. There are those who, 
when asked to make a decision for 
Christ, point to the penitent thief on 
the cross and imply that they can afford 
to wait until near the end of life before 
accepting Christ. But they forget that 
the other thief, even with Christ at his 
side in his last moments, went out into 
the night of a Christless eternity with- 
out God and without hope. An unsaved 
person can have no assurance that at 
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RUN A SPARE-TIME GREETING 
_CARD AND GIFT SHOP AT HOME 


Show friends samples of our new 1961 Christmas 
and All Occasion G: Cards and Gifts. Take 
their orders and earn up to 100% profit. No ex- 
perience necessary. Costs nothing to try. 

Write today for samples on approval 


Regal Greetings, Dept. 151 Ferndale, Michigan 











MAN’S 
PEACE 


GOD'S 
GLORY 


Eric S. Fife 


Is the Great Commis- 
sion still relevant in 
our scientific age? If 
so, what should be 
our response? 





How may the Gospel be carried to all the 
world during the lifetime of this generation? 


What kind of men and women are needed 
for the task? 


Man’s Peace, God’s Glory is a practical 
consideration of the whole missionary task, 
suffused by a love for God, for His Word, 
and for His world. It challenges all of us, 
but primarily the Christian student, with 
God’s purpose for the world—the peace 


of man for the glory of God. 144 pages 
Hardbound Paperback 
$3.50 $1.95 
See your bookstore, or write 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
1519 N. Astor, Chicago 10 














contact. 


Sponsor a Korean Orphan 


Now caring for over 8,000 orphans in our 98 TRUE 
CHRISTIAN orphanages. But hundreds are still abso- 
Intely HOMELESS! For only $8 a month you, your 
Sunday School Class or other group can fully support 
a child and send him or her to school. You get the child's 

picture, life story and mailing address; also the orphan- 
age history and group picture. You can write or send 
parcels any time you wish. Replies are prompt. Sponsors 
are THRILLED and BLESSED with this PERSONAL 


Many new sponsors are needed NOW. You can save a life, a soul, and train a 
future Christian leader. Please write us TODAY! All gifts and sponsorings are 


income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
An Interdenominational Non-Profit Corporation 


Dept. ST-7, 4848 No. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. 


Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 





(15) 563 











SSMS SS 


the last he will have either the oppor- 
tunity or the disposition to do what 
he has neglected to do for a lifetime. 

“The Worker’s Testament” (out of 
print), gives an excellent list of ten of 
the principal objections that the un- 
saved give for not accepting Christ. 
Many similar objections are used by 
saved persons who would postpone full 
surrender of their lives to Christ. Here 
is the list: 

1. “I’m waiting for feeling.” The 
truth is that, although feeling has a 
rightful place in the life of the Chris- 
tian, neither salvation nor surrender 
depend on our feelings but upon the 
facts found in God’s Word (Read John 
5: 24; 6:37; Matt. 9:9). 

2. “Pll wait until some other time.” 
The danger here is seen in 2 Corin- 
thians 6:2; James 4:13, 14; Acts 24:24- 
27. 

3. “I’m afraid of not holding out.” 
The answer is that our Christian life 
does not depend upon our hold upon 
Christ but upon His hold upon us and 
that can never fail. (Read John 10: 
27-30; 1 Cor. 10:13; Jude 24; Rom. 8: 
35-39.) 

4. “T’ll have to give up too much.” 
The difficulty here is a distorted sense 
of values. Think rather of what any- 
one will have to give up if he or she 
does not accept Christ (Mark 8:36; 
Romi. 6:23; Matt. 19:16-22). Even if the 
Bible is wrong, the Christian by follow- 
ing its principles has a better time of it 
in this life, with peace of mind and joy 
and satisfaction. But if the Bible is 
right; which it is, the one who rejects 
Christ faces an eternity of loss. Who 
gives up the most? 

5. “I’m waiting until I get better be- 
fore accepting.” Even if it were possi- 
ble, it is unnecessary. “All the fitness 
He requireth is to feel your need of 
Him.” (Read Mark 2:17; Eph. 2:8, 9; 
Mark 5: 25-34.) 

6. “I’m good enough without accept- 
ing Christ.” God knows men’s hearts 
and no one can rightly claim to be good 
enough (Luke 16:15; Rom. 3:10; Luke 
18: 10-14). 

7. “I cannot believe.” God will help 
our unbelief if we will give Him the op- 
portunity by accepting His Son and 
obeying Him (John 5:44; 7:11; Mark 9: 
20-29) . 

8. “It is not for me.” God says it is 
for all men (1 Tim. 1:15; Rev. 22:17; 
John 4: 7-30). 

9. “There are too many hypocrites.” 
God’s accounting with us will not be 
based on the deeds of others, but upon 
our own record (Matt. 7:1-5; Rom. 14: 
10-13; John 21: 19-22; Rev. 20: 11-15). 

10. “I’m afraid I'll backslide. I have 
tried before and failed.” Similar to 
No. 3. Failure is not necessary, but, 
knowing our frame, God has made pro- 
vision for our forgiveness, cleansing, 
and restoration (John 1:9; Matt. 11:28- 
30; Matt. 26: 69-75; John 21:1-17). 

While as noted at the outset, God is 
not willing that any should perish, 
repeated rejection of His offer of salva- 
tion and a life of victory has a deaden- 
ing and hardening effect upon our 
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hearts. We therefore have no assurance 
that in our later days we shall have 
either the opportunity or disposition to 
heed God’s offer. Solomon rightly ad- 
vised that we remember our Creator 
in the days of our youth (Eccles. 12:1). 
God’s word to man is, “To day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts” 
(Heb. 3:7, 8). 


MILLVILLE, DEL. 


The Fourth Christian Fellowship 
Tour to Hawaii 


HE first three Christian Fellowship 

Tours to Hawaii were so popular 
that arrangements have been made to 
conduct a fourth tour. THE SuNnpDAyY 
Scuoot Times has scheduled another 
tour to these beautiful islands that com- 
prise our fiftieth state. 

The tour will leave Chicago on 
October 16 and will return to the same 
city on November 6. Traveling from 
Chicago to Seattle by rail, the party 
will fly from Seattle on October 18 to 
the islands. After spending a night in 
Honolulu, there will be short flights and 
one overnight stop at the islands of 
Hawaii and Kauai. Eight days at the 
luxurious Royal Hawaiian Hotel on 
Waikiki Beach will be the high light of 
this vacation trip. Comprehensive 
sight-seeing trips are scheduled for all 
of the points of special interest. 

The autumn period is chosen for this 
trip because prices are lower and ac- 
commodations are more easily obtained. 
At this time the prevailing temperatures 
are in the high 70’s. 

The magnificent blue waters of the 
Pacific will delight the members of the 
party who like to swim. Many who 
have been on these Hawaiian Tours 
have for the first time experienced the 
delightful relaxation of bathing in 
ocean waters. 

The return trip will be aboard the 
Matson Line’s excellent ship, the SS 
Lurline. Times director Harry J. Jaeger 
will conduct devotional meetings in the 
Grand Polynesian Room throughout this 
return voyage. The tour party will re- 
main in Los Angeles for nearly three 
days, seeing the points of interest in 
this great western metropolis. 

A special folder giving rates and all 
details is available for those interested. 
Write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


bd 


Graduate Scholarships 


HE Narramore Christian Foundation 

of Pasadena, Calif., is offering several 
scholarships for graduate study for the 
school year 1961-62. Interested Chris- 
tian young people who have graduated 
from college with a major in psychology 
and a minor in education may write for 
application forms to: Dr. Clyde M. Nar- 
ramore, Box 206, Pasadena, Calif. 


Life’s Unrealized Aims 
(Continued from page 551) 


of His will, His love, and His wisdom, 
we shall be saved from bitterness. 

“Thou didst well in that it was in 
thine heart.” Such a word as this ig 
only addressed to the man of strenuous 
endeavor. Its significance is only to the 
one who brings all the possessions and 
powers of his life to the task of building 
the temple. With such men, souls ear- 
nestly sought in the name and for the 
sake of Jesus are regarded as souls won. 
Service, honestly attempted, though 
never fully accomplished, ranks as the 
perfected offering. 

Perhaps the greatest value of unreal- 
ized aims is to be seen in their purify- 
ing influences in our lives. There is 
nothing that has such sanctifying power 
in a man as a noble purpose, born in the 
hour of supreme consecration to Christ, 
which keeps his life in one direction, 
and which lifts him in thought and aim 
above the things that do not count. 

But with all this, there may remain 
in the heart of the one whose design 
is frustrated the unanswered “Why?” 
Why should our progress toward at- 
tainment and accomplishment be ar- 
rested? For instance, there is the young 
man who in his heart has long yearned 
to enter the Christian ministry. He has, 
by dint of self-denial, saved the money 
needed to support him during the nec- 
essary preparation, and all seems to 
point to the near completion of his 
ideal. But suddenly disappointment 
overtakes him. Bereavement lays a 
heavy burden upon him, and he must 
needs turn his back on college and the 
pulpit and earn money to support his 
loved one. To such a young man God 
says, “Thou didst well in that it was in 
thine heart.” Some day he will know 
that his thwarted purpose has brought 
a far larger increase of glory to God 
than its fulfillment could ever have 
brought. 

Scientists have long since agreed 
upon the law of conservation of energy, 
which is that no applied force in the 
world of matter is ever lost. And in 
moral and spiritual things this is abun- 
dantly true. No real force of divinely 
inspired purpose is ever lost. Though 
that young man is in the office and not 
in the pulpit; though that young girl is 
in the sickroom of a loved one and not 
in the mission field; though that busi- 
nessman is poor and no longer able to 
give large gifts for the work of God, we 
believe that the force of that original 
purpose, far from being lost, is con- 
tributing in unthought-of measure to the 
sum total of God’s glory in those lives, 
in the Church, and in the world. For 
these divine prohibitions are always Tre- 
lated in some way to the development 
of personal character. God teaches us 
by such things as He could not do apart 
from them. And their great lesson is 
this: that He wants us rather than our 
work; that He is depending upon the 
reproduction of Christ’s character im 
our lives rather than upon our busy ac- 
tivities. For, after all, the very best 
that we can ever do, or the largest gifts 
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that we can ever make in the interests 
of His Kingdom, God can easily dis- 
pense with; but, in the mystery of His 
grace He cannot dispense with the de- 
velopment of His own character in us. 


The thwarting of the things on which 
we have set our hearts makes us better 
men and women, when we realize the 
value He puts upon our intention. It 
was so with David. This refusal of the 
privilege of building the Temple could 
not but stimulate his memory and 
quicken him to righteousness. For God 
told him the reason: “Thou hast been a 
man of blood!” Nor could David forget 
that much of that bloodshedding had 
been unnecessary and unjustified. And 
David would go softly all his days after 
God had put His restraining hand upon 
the cherished project. The very fact that 
there are ministries from which we are 
excluded by God is a constant discipline. 
It is a reminder of our ever-present need 
of cleansing. 

But there remains another value in 
our unrealized aims. It is the value to 
others. David’s desire kindled Solo- 
mon’s enthusiasm, and Solomon’s kin- 
dled enthusiasm resulted in the finished 
Temple. What a joy to us to know that 
our frustrated service may, as our 
hearts are yielded to God, be the means 
of influencing others to do what we 
could never do! For the influence of 
any God-ordered life is a far-reaching 
one. It is ever laying foundations and 
providing materials for the work of 
others. Think of Henry Martyn, who 
went out to India after his brilliant 
university course, with the burning de- 
sire to use all his remarkable endow- 
ments in the evangelization of that 
land. His purpose seemed to be cut off 
almost before he had begun to build 
the temple he had planned. Yet his life 
has been the inspiration to hundreds of 
young men who have gone forth to the 
mission field since his day. In Yale Uni- 
versity is a tablet to the memory of 
one of Yale’s choicest sons, Horace 
Tracy Pitkin, whose life was laid down 
in the Boxer uprising in China, just as it 
seemed to be beginning. It stands there 
as the record of an impulse to hundreds 
of Yale men to follow Christ. Yes, if 
our wholehearted attempts make it 
easier for others to do God’s service, we 
May rejoice even in our frustrated aims. 


But there is more than a general 
meaning; there is a daily significance in 
all of this to every one of us. We set 
out to help in the building of His tem- 
ple, but how sadly we fail even of our 
Own purpose. Yet, knowing all that we 
have honestly attempted, our Lord will 
Say to us with the full knowledge of 
our perplexities and our slender re- 
Sources: “Thou didst well in that it was 
in thine heart.” That it is in our hearts 
and, to the fullest extent of His permis- 
sive will, is expressed in our lives is 
His satisfaction and our joy. Let us 
then take up afresh our discarded 
ideals; let us live for the building of the 
temple of holiness and service. Then 
God shall say to us in that Day, and 
every day, if we have lived with His 

as our supreme desire: “Thou didst 
Well in that it was in thine heart.” 








There Is a Way Back to God 


(Continued from page 555) 


went out full, and the Lord hath 
brought me home again empty” (Ruth 
1:20, 21). 

The backslider can go out full in his 
own strength, but only the Lord can 
bring him back, and He first has to 
empty him. 

This brings us to our final question, 
“Is there a way back to God?” 

The Bible abounds with positive 
statements that a loving welcome 
awaits the penitent backslider who con- 
fesses and forsakes his sins: “He that 
covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13). “Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 
55:7). “Come, and let us return unto 
the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will 
heal us; he hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up” (Hos. 6:1). “I will heal 
their backsliding, I will love them 
freely .. .” (Hos. 14:4). “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

That is the crux of the matter. As 
soon as we are willing to confess and 
forsake our sins, God is willing to for- 
give and restore us. 

God’s willingness is eloquently por- 
trayed in the story of the prodigal son. 
Though the father’s heart was grieved 
by the son’s self-will, the squandered 
wealth, the far country, and the shame 
and reproach, yet when the wayward 
son returned to confess his unworthiness, 
a royal reception greeted him. The 
father “ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him” (Luke 15:20). 

Think of that! God runs, falls on the 
neck of the returning son, and kisses 
him. The Father is in a hurry to for- 
give the repentant backslider. Only 
once in the Bible is haste ever used of 
God in a good sense—and it is here. It 
has to do with the restoration of a son 
who desires to get back into fellowship 
with the Father. 

For many backslidden Christians, it 
seems too good to be true. They can 
understand how God can forgive the 
sinner and save his soul. But now it 
seems different. Afterall, they have 
sinned against grace, against light, 
against love. Can God forgive such in- 
gratitude, such base return for Cal- 
vary’s redemption? 

He can and does! The promise stands 
in letters of imperishable splendor, “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins.” There is 
no substantial excuse for any Christian 
to remain out of fellowship with God. 

Occasionally a backslider returns to 
the Lord, confessing and forsaking his 
sins, but then complains that he does 
not feel forgiven. He has done every- 
thing the Bible says he should do, but 
there is no assurance of pardon from 
an offended Father. Such a Christian 
should realize that assurance of restora-. 
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tion does not come from feelings but 


from the Word of God. The Bible says 
that if we confess our sins, God is 
faithful and just to forgive them. There- 
fore, whenever a backslider does his 
part, he can know that God has done 
His part. He knows it because God 
says it; then when he believes it, he 
feels happy because he knows he has 
been restored. 

The Bible speaks of the great joy 
that accompanies the return of a prodi- 
gal. It tells of the best robe, the ring, 
the shoes, the feast and the merriment 
(Luke 15:22, 23). Only one who has 
returned to the Father from the dark 
paths of sin can fully know this joy. 

Of course, God’s ideal for us is that 
we should not backslide at all. But if 
we do get out of fellowship with Him, 
it is wonderful to know that there is 
a way back to God and that the mo- 
ment we take that way, He will run, and 
fall on our necks and kiss us. 


Oak Park, ILL. 
we 


Ten Years of African Challenge 
(Continued from page 555) 


experiment. It was a venture of faith 
on the part of the Sudan Interior Mis- 
sion. When the first copies were carried 


in a washtub to the local post office in . 


Lagos, Nigeria, no one knew what to 
forecast for the future. For one thing, 
the new monthly was “different.” 
Rather than trying to appeal only to 
Christians, Challenge used modern 
journalistic techniques to reach the man 
in the street. With its colorful cover, it 
compared favorably with secular maga- 
zines on display. Through African tes- 
timonies and photo parables, readers 
were presented with the claims of Jesus 
Christ. } 

Challenge also aimed at building up 
the churches and presenting clear Chris- 
tian teaching in a continent with no 
general Christian conscience and no 
background in Biblical principles. 
“After the Sunday services, the African 
Challenge is my silent preacher for the 
rest of the week,” wrote one of the first 
readers in 1951. 

As sales mounted, it became clear that 
Challenge had scored a “hit” and was 
meeting a long-felt need. Increase 
Coker, one of Nigeria’s most well- 
known journalists, and recently ap- 
pointed an editor of the government's 
new National Press, wrote in 1952: 

“Easily the best magazine produced 
by any religious body in Nigeria is the 
modern monthly, African Challenge, 
produced by the Sudan. Interior Mis- 
sion. Arresting in its features, attrac- 
tive in its make-up and typography, 
every page of this religious paper spar- 
kles with sheer beauty of presentation 
and teems with reading matter 
up in the best traditions of journalism 
as an art. Far from finding dull 
homilies and commonplace religious 
cliches, the reader is held in the grip 


of the simple yet lively and in 


language in which religion is put 
across.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








ougnrmnt eo 


o° 


a - od  m im ee i am ee] 


=o © Dee @ eb 


sa ctu 


ivkerewe es 


y' 


Seow prs > 


Ju 





‘aith 
ried 
e in 
t to 
‘ing, 
nt.” 
r to 


r, it 
iga- 


nt’s 


ge, 








African Challenge’s educational fea- 
tures on topics like “First Aid” and 
“What Causes an Eclipse?” attracted the 
schools. Teachers used illustrated Bible 
parables for teaching religious knowl- 
edge. In some schools it even became 
compulsory reading! “African Challenge 
cannot be compared with any other 
magazine,” wrote a schoolboy in East- 
ern Nigeria. “It teaches how to be- 
come a real Christian, how to make a 
happy home, how to conquer all hu- 
man kinds of evils. Lastly, it helps in 
English speaking and writing, and par- 
ticularly general knowledge. Therefore 
I beg you professors, graduates, tutors, 
students, all sorts of scholars and 
workers to submit your subscription 
now.” 

Challenge recently tried including 
flannelgraph cutouts and visual aid 
suggestions. This was something new 
for Africa. Readers wrote in to tell 
how they had used them with success, 
asking for more information. One 
group of African businesswomen in the 
federal capital spent an afternoon pre- 
paring visual aid boards and cutouts for 
use in Sunday school and children’s 
work. 

Readers have always been encouraged 
to write in for spiritual help. Treated 
as inquirers at an evangelistic cam- 
paign would be, they are carefully fol- 
lowed up with . letters and more 
literature. It is significant that the 
peak figure for this—4,382 in one month 
—followed Nigeria’s independence last 
year. 

The Challenge has constantly raised 
its voice against all forms of corrup- 
tion and vice. Bribery, immorality, 
fetishism, and other demoralizing in- 
fluences have been attacked and ex- 
posed. Last month a two-page feature 
by a Nigerian staff writer denounced 
the practice of slavery, which is still 
rampant in parts of the continent. 

African leaders have frequently com- 
mended the magazine for setting forth 
high standards of morality and present- 
ing an uncompromising message. “The 
African Challenge is meeting the need 
of the people, especially the young peo- 
ple. Its simple teaching clears up many 
of their problems, and shows them the 
truth of the Christian life,” Oba Isaac 
Babalolo Akinyele, O.B.E., chief of 
Ibadan, the largest “black” city in the 
world, told editor-in-chief, W. Harold 
Fuller. “Astounding!” commented one 
Nigerian senior government official re- 
cently when he learned that, in order to 
keep the price within reach of the man 
in the street, Challenge loses over 
$2,000 an issue. He did not know the 
“secret” of the monthly miracle: that 
thousands of Christians in the mission- 
aries’ homelands are backing the Chal- 
lenge with prayer and giving. He did 
not see the bowed heads, black and 
white, in the Challenge staff meeting 
every morning. 

Today the African Challenge and its 
vernacular edition, Yoruba Challenge, 
are housed in the Niger-Challenge Press 
in a Lagos suburb, part of the Sudan 
Interior Mission’s larger literature pro- 
gram. Fifty-seven Nigerians are trained 
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in this place by missionary technicians 
in all aspects of Christian literature pro- 
duction, from editorial work and pho- 
tography to composing, printing, and 
bookbinding. Many other publications 
besides the monthly magazine are pro- 
duced here. The basic planning of each 
issue of Challenge is by Nigerians whé 
have given their lives to reach their 
people for Christ. 

But after ten years of evangelism in 
print, the real story of African Chal- 
lenge does not lie in the facts and fig- 
ures of production and circulation, but 
in the changed lives and radiant testi- 
monies of multitudes who have found 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord 
through its pages, and to whom the 
magazine has become a counselor and 
friend. 

“The African Challenge is my spir- 
itual food. I feel spiritually weak when 
I miss a copy,” wrote one reader in the 
Sudan, where the Church is being se- 
verely tested. “It calls us to fight 
against evil. It feeds us with the Word 
of God, as a gardener waters his crop. 
May God bless the Challenge and make 
us hold firmly to our faith.” 


Lacos, NIGERIA. 
we 


Children at Home 





The Promise 
By Neal Neitzel 


HE three boys stood on the side- 

walk just outside the school build- 
ing. Jerry Wallace scowled, his brown 
eyes narrowed as he looked at Dave 
Higgins. 

“Ever since you joined church, you’ve 
been different,” he accused. “You al- 
ways used to be lots of fun to be with, 
Dave. Now, you never want to have 
good times.” 

The third boy, a tall, dark-haired lad 
named Bob Wiley, looked uncertainly, 
first at Dave, then at Jerry Wallace. 

“I don’t know if climbing the water 
tower is such a good idea, anyway,” he 
said doubtfully. 

“Don’t you start chickening out, too!” 
Jerry said angrily. “See what you’ve 
done?” he demanded, glaring at Dave. 

‘I’m not going home because I am 
afraid to climb the water tower or be- 
cause I don’t think it would be fun,” 
Dave said quietly. “I promised Dad 
that I would wash the car when he told 
me he’d bought tickets to the major 
league ball game for Saturday. This is 
Friday, so I can’t put it off any longer,” 
he explained. 

Bob Wiley nodded understandingly. 
He’d been in the same instruction class 
as Dave. They’d both joined church 
several Sundays ago. 

Jerry Wallace bent down to pick up a 
twig. He snapped the small branch be- 
tween his fingers. “You’ve broken 
promises before. I know you have,” he 
said crossly. “So have I. So has Bob. 
Everyone slips up, once in a while.” 

Dave’s grey eyes were looking at the 
gleaming silver water tower several 
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blocks from the school. Before he’d ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour, he would 
have almost without a thought gone 
back on his promise to wash the family 
car and would have led the way up the 
metal rungs circling the tall tower even 
though he knew that climbing the 
tower was against the law. 

“Maybe we could just go along with 
Jerry,” Bob Wiley suggested. He was 
also staring up at the high silver tower. 
“We wouldn’t have to climb; we could 
just watch him. You could still get 
home in time to wash the car.” 

“What Jerry wants to do is wrong,” 
Dave answered, looking straight at the 
frowning youth who was his neighbor 
and friend. “You know it’s wrong, 
Jerry. If you would only realize that 
we don’t have to do dangerous stunts 
and break the law to have good times!” 

“Don’t preach to me!” Jerry snapped. 
“I go to Sunday school class, too!” 

Dave sighed. “Yes, you go—because 
your parents order you to go,” he said 
slowly. “Some day, you will really 
learn to be grateful to God and accept 
Christ the way I did. At least, I hope 
that you will,” He added sincerely. He 
smiled at his friend, then said good-by 
to both Jerry and Bob and hurried to- 
ward home. 

Washing the car took even longer 
than Dave thought it would. He should 
have started the project earlier in the 
week, but there had been a baseball 
game after school one afternoon, there 
had been a birthday party another day, 
and it had rained yesterday. 

Just as Dave rinsed away the last of 
the soap suds and dried the green finish 
of the family sedan with a damp cloth, 
Mr. Higgins came home from the factory 
where he worked. He came into the 
garage and grinned as he circled the 
gleaming green sedan. 

“We'll really drive into the city for 
tomorrow’s ball game in style,” he said, 
looking very pleased. “You have done 
such a fine job that it’s worth an extra 
bag of popcorn!” 

Dave and his family were having the 


(19) 567 

















































i 
H 
4 
ie: 
€ 
ia 
if 
if 
{ 
Hh 
i 
if 
i 
it 
4 















evening meal when the telephone rang. 
Dave’s Mother answered the phone. 
When she returned to the table, she 
looked worried. “I told Mrs. Wallace 
that I would ask you if you knew 
where Jerry might be,” she said. 

Dave told his parents about Jerry’s de- 
termination to climb the water tower. 
“Maybe we should drive over there to 
see if Jerry needs help,” Dave suggested 
to his dad as Mrs. Higgins hurried back 
to the telephone. 

It was nearly dark when Mr. Higgins 
and Dave stood at the bottom of the 
tall silver tower. As they looked up, 
Dave grabbed his dad’s arm and 
pointed to where a boy was struggling 
to hold on to the edge of the tower. 
“He must have slipped off the top!” 
Dave shouted excitedly. “He can’t hang 
on much longer!” 

“Get the towrepe out of the car 
trunk,” commanded Mr. Higgins, hand- 
ing Dave the keys. Then, while Dave 
raced to the car, Mr. Higgins began 
climbing the spiralling metal rungs. 

Dave slung the coil of heavy rope 
over his shoulder and dashed back to 
the tower. He climbed rapidly until he 
could reach up and give his dad the 
rope. Mr. Higgins leaned out just as far 
as he could and managed to loop the 
heavy rope around Jerry’s waist. 

“Let go and swing over here!” yelled 
Mr. Higgins. 

With a frightened sob, the boy re- 
leased his grip on the edge of the 
tower. His body bumped against the 
rungs, then Mr. Higgins hauled the ex- 
hausted, trembling young man to safety. 

The three of them were standing at 
the base of the tower when Mr. and 
Mrs. Wallace arrived, sighing with relief 
when they saw that Jerry was unhurt 
except for a few bruises and scraped 
fingers. 

While Mr. Higgins was telling Jerry’s 
parents what had happened, Jerry 
looked at Dave. “I shouldn’t have tried 
to walk around the top of the tower,” 
he said, still trembling visibly. “When 
my feet began to slip and I thought I 
was going to fall, I prayed. I really 
prayed!” 

“It’s a good thing you grabbed that 
rim around the top of the tower,” Dave 
said. “And, it’s good that we had that 
towrope in the trunk! Dad couldn’t 
have helped you, otherwise.” 

“About what you said when we were 
talking after school,” Jerry said ear- 
nestly. “About being grateful to God. 
Well, I am, now, Dave. I’m going to try 
to become a good Christian like you 
are.” 

Dave grinned at his friend. “All of 
us have broken promises—sometimes, 
we can’t help it,” he said quietly. “But, 


God knows we aren’t perfect and Jesus. 


Christ asks only that we let Him come 
into our hearts.” 

“Well, this is one promise I’m going to 
keep!” Jerry declared firmly. 

Dave put his arm around his friend’s 
shoulders as they walked over to join 
their parents. He was certain that Jerry 
meant exactly what he said! 


WATERTOWN, WISs. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 24 to 30 


Mon.—John 11:5-16. 
Willing To Be a Martyr. 
Delays are not denials. Though 
Christ seemed to be slow in going to 
Bethany, He had a purpose in all He 
did. He wanted to teach Mary, Martha, 
and the disciples lessons of patience 
and trust. Though His disciples tried 
to dissuade Him from going into Judea, 
He went steadily forward to His duty, 
for He was the Light of the world. 
“Sleep” in Scripture is often used for 
the death of the body, but does not 
mean the death of the soul. The dis- 
ciples knew the value of physical sleep 
as a means of healing. Thomas here 
showed real courage, though later he 
showed some unbelief. 


Tues.—John 14:1-7. 
Followers of the Way. 


In the first three verses there are 
many wonderful teachings: peace for 
the believer’s heart; the deity of Christ; 
homes for the saved in Heaven, pre- 
pared by Christ; the second coming 
of Christ. Then Thomas asks a pointed 
question, to which the Lord Jesus gives 
that wonderful and well-known answer. 
He Himself is three things, all named 
here. When we come through Him as 
the Way, then we learn to know Him 
as the Truth, and He abides in us as 
the Life. This assures us guidance and 
strength here, and eternal life here- 
after. 


Wed.—John 20:24-29. 
A Convinced Believer. 


Both “Thomas” and “Didymus” mean 
“Twin.” The disciples gave a clear 
testimony, but Thomas would not be- 
lieve until he had seen for himself. 
Augustine said, “He doubted that we 
might not doubt.” The grace of the 
Lord Jesus is shown in that He offered 








Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the Times, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.I., told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
Reprints are available on a single sheet 
8% x 11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. 

Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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to let Thomas touch His hands and 
side; but he was satisfied and testified 
at once to his belief in Christ as his 
Master and God in the flesh. Christ’s 
words in verse 29 are a great comfort 
to us. 


Thurs.—Mark 9:14-24. 
“Help My Unbelief.” 
The sad case described here is not so 
remote as we sometimes think. Recently 
the writer visited a state institution 
where there were ninety feeble-minded 
boys in one well-kept building. One 
boy, who could not speak, grovelled on 
the floor like an animal. Another had 
to wear large mittens because without 
them he would scratch his face and body, 
Probably more are demon-possessed than 
we realize. The Lord expresses His sad- 
ness, here, over His disciples’ helpless- 
ness and unbelief. The father’s prayer 
is a good one, thoroughly sincere, and 
gives a glimpse of the struggle we all 
have in our hearts. 


Fri.—Hebrews 11:1-10. 
The Nature of Faith. 
Faith is mentioned twenty-two times 
in this chapter, and many examples of 
triumphant faith are given for our 
teaching and encouragement. Faith 
makes real to our minds and hearts 
things we still hope for and cannot yet 
see. Verse 3 is a good commentary on 
Genesis 1 and 2, and helps to answer 
the theory of evolution. In our passage 
for today, four men are named as ex- 
amples of those who believed and 
obeyed God.- See if you can discover 
the point of each example. If we find 
life difficult here, let us look forward 
to that “city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.” 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 5:6-10. 
“We Walk by Faith.” 
Constant, prayerful meditation on 
these verses will go a long way toward 
taking away the fear of death and 
spurring us on to work for Christ and 
be well-pleasing to Him. We must al- 
ways remember that “we walk by 
faith,” and therefore must not expect 
always to understand God’s dealings 
with us, or see our way clearly at every” 
moment. Our duty is not to be con- 


cerned about how long we have to live, — 


but to aim always to be “accepted of 
him.” ; 
Sun.—John 8:12-20. A Reliable Witness. — 
We are much in the habit of not be- 
lieving what men say, because lying 
and exaggeration are so common. But 
we must try to get rid of this way of 
thinking as we read the words of the 
Lord Jesus. We know that He always 
said exactly what was right. He said, 
“I do always those things that please 
him” (that is, God—John 8:29); and 
He is the perfect man, of whom James 
said, “If any man offend not in word, 
the same is a perfect man” (3:2). 
Scripture does say, “At the mouth of 
two witnesses, or ... three witnesses, 
shall the matter be established” (Deut 
19:15). Christ says, in John 8:18, that 
both He and His Father bear witness — 


to Himself. “They who trust Him . 


wholly find Him wholly true.” 
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